NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  PUBLICATIONS 


NO.  14.— THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  FOR 
THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 


DECEMBER  31, 1917 


NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  Jot  the  PREVENTION  o/ BLINDNESS,  Inc. 
130  EAST  TWENTY-SECOND  STREET.  NEW  YORK 


a /z 


NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  PUBLICATIONS 

No. 


1 —TnMMON  Causes  of  Blindness  in  Children,  and  the  Means 
and  Methods  of  Prevention.  Price,  $20.00  Per  Thousand 


No.  2.— Care  of  Your  Eyes- 


-A  Message  to  You. 

Price.  $3.40  Per  Thousand 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


■} niRFCTIONS  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BlINDNESS  FROM  BaBIEs’ 

Sore  Eyes— Needlessly  Blind  for  Life.  (In  English,  Yiddish, 
Italian  and  Polish.)  Price,  $5.25  Per  Thousand 

4  Photographic  Exhibits  on  Babies  Sore  Eyes,  Wood  Alcohol, 

Midwives,  Trachoma,  Industrial  Accidents. 

5 _What  Women’s  Clubs  and  Nursing  Organizations  Can  Do 

to  Prevent  Blindness.  Price,  $3.20  Per  Thousand 

6 —Trachoma,  a Menace  to  America— Its  Prevalence,  Its  Effects 
Unon  Vision,  and  the  Methods  of  Control  and  Eradication. 

Price,  $40.00  Per  Thousand 


No.  7.— Saving  the  Sight  of  Babies— An  Outline  for  a Popular  Lecture 
with  Inventory  of  More  Than  100  Lantern  Slides  on  This  Sub- 
ject Available  for  Use  of  Lecturers. 

8. — First  Annual  Report — Including  the  Seventh  Annual  Report 
of  the  New  York  State  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 


No.  9. — Summary  of  State  Laws  and  Rulings  Relating  to  the  Pre- 
vention OF  Blindness  from  Babies’  Sore  Eyes. 


No.  10. — Bright  Eyes — How  to  Keep  Them  Shining! 

Price,  $10.00  Per  Thousand 

No.  11. — Second  Annual  Report. 

No.  12. — Eye  Hazards  in  Industrial  Occupations:  A Report  of 
Typical  Cases  and  Conditions  with  Recommendations  for  Safe 
Practice.  Price,  50c.  Per  Copy 

No.  13. — Saving  Sight  a Civic  Duty:  A Demonstration  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  Buffalo  of  How  a Typical  City  Conserves 
the  Vision  of  Its  Future  Citizens. 

No.  14.— Third  Annual  Report. 

Proportionate  prices  for  la^er  or  smaller  quantities  than  one  thousand. 
Individual  copies  free  on  request,  except  No.  12. 

Set  of  5 Posters,  Eye  Accidents  in  the  Industries.  Price,  50  cents 

Set  of  5 Posters,  Babies’  Sore  Eyes.  Price,  50  cents 


NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS,  Inc. 
ISO  EAST  T W E N T Y - S E C O N D STREET,  NEW  YORK 


Gift  of 

A.  M.  ShotweTT 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE 
FOR  THE  PREVENTION 
OF  BLINDNESS,  INC. 


DECEMBER  31,  1917 


130  EAST  TWENTY-SECOND  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


PAGE 

American  Medical  Association 9 

Auditor’s  report 3t 

Buffalo  Study I7.  26 

Census  of  causes  of  blindness 12,  13 

Correspondence 8 

Exhibits 14 

Field  work 19 

Financial  statement 32 

Illumination 17 

Industrial  accidents 23 

Lantern  slides 15 

Lectures I4.  29 

Legislation 12 

Managing  Director's  report 7 

Members  and  donors 33 

Midwives 18 

News  Letter 1 6 

New  York  State  Committee 5.  3° 

Official  Directory 3 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 1 1,  12,  41,  45 

Publications 15 

Secretary’s  report 1 1 

Treasurer’s  statement 32 

Wood  alcohol 17 


fii  I 


L- 


NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVEN- 
TION OF  BLINDNESS,  INC. 

130  EAST  TWENTY-SECOND  STREET,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  WILLIAM  H.  TAFT,  Honorary  President 


HONORARY  VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Miss^Jane  Addams  Dr.  Abraham  Jacobi 

Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate*  Dr.  David  Starr  Jordan 
Hon.  Thomas  P.  Gore  Miss  Helen  Keller 
MissJWinifred  Holt  Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt 

Mrs.  Ella  Flagg  Young 


Hon.  William  Fellowes  Morgan,  President 
Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  First  Vice-President 
Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuvxer,  Second  Vice-President 
Mr.  George  Blagden,  Treasurer 

130  East  Twenty-second  Street,  New  Yorkf 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger,  Professor  of  Ophthal- 
mology, New  York  Post-Graduate  Medi- 
cal School,  New  York. 

Mr.  George  Blagden,  of  Clark,  Dodge  and 
Company;  Treasurer.  New  York. 

Mr.  Raynal  C.  Bolling,  Chairman  Com- 
mittee on  Safety,  United  States  Steel 
Corporation;  Greenwich,  Conn. 

Dr.  ColmanW.  Cutler,  Attending  Ophthal- 
mologist, St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  New  York. 

Mr.  Carl  A.  de  Gersdorff,  Member  Board 
of  Managers  New  York  Institute  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  New  York. 

Mr.  Cleveland  H.  Dodge,  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  Carnegie  Institution, 
New  York. 

Miss  Martha  Lincoln  Draper,  Member 
Board  of  Education,  New  York  City. 

Dr.  J.  Clifton  Edgar,  Professor  of  Obstet- 
rics and  Clinical  Midwifery,  Cornell 
University  Medical  College;  Consulting 
Obstetrician.  New  York  Maternity  Hos- 
pital and  Jewish  Maternity  Hospit^;  At- 
tending Obstetrician,  Bellevue  Hospital 
and  Manhattan  Maternity  Hospital. 

Mr.  Homer  Folks,  Secretary  State  Charities 
Aid  Association,  New  York. 

Dr.  Edward  F.  Glaser,  Member  California 
State  Board  of  Health,  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  John  M.  Glenn,  General  Director, 
Russell  Sage  Foundation,  New  York. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Hart,  Vice-President  Presby- 
terian Hospital,  New  Orleans. 

Miss  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind,  New  York. 

Miss  Julia  C.  Lathrop,  Chief  of  Children’s 
Bureau,  Washington. 

Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  Member  Committee  on 
Conservation  of  Vision.  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Mrs.  Seth  Low,  Member  Executive  Com- 
mittee New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  New  York. 

Mr.  Preston  S.  Miliar,  Genera  Manager 
and  Secretary  Electrical  Testing  Labora- 
tories; Ex-President  Illuminating  En- 
gineering Society,  New  York. 

Mr.  William  Fellowes  Morgan,  President 
Y.  M.  C.  a.  of  New  York  City;  former 
President  New  Jersey  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  New  York. 

Mr.  James  P.  Munroe,  President  Massachu- 
setts Commission  for  the  Blind,  Boston. 

Miss  M.  Adelaide  Nutting,  Director  De- 
partment of  Nursing  and  Health,  Teach- 
ers College,  Columbia  University,  New 
York. 

Mr.  Ira  A.  Place,  Vice-President  New  York 
Central  Lines,  New  York. 

Mr.  H.  F.  J.  Porter,  Consulting  Engineer, 
New  York. 

Mrs.  William  B.  Rice,  Vice-President  State 
Charities  Aid  Association,  New  York. 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler,  Vice-President 
State  Charities  Aid  Association,  New 
York. 

Mr.  j.  a.  Shawan,  Former  City  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools.  Columbus;  Member 
Council  of  National  Education  Associa- 
tion, DeGraff,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Van  Clbvb,  Principal  New 
York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  New  York. 

Mr.  John  L.  Wilkie,  Vice-President  Her- 
mann Knapp  Memorial  Eye  Hospital, 
New  York. 

Dr.  Hiram  Woods.  Professor  of  Ophthal- 
mology, University  of  Maryland  Balti- 
more. 


Mr.  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve,  Managing  Director 
Mrs.  Winifred  Hathaway,  Secretary 
Mr.  Gordon  L.  Berry,  Field  Secretary 

NEW  YORK 

130  East  Twenty-second  Street 

* Deceased. 

t The  National  and  New  York  State  Committees  have  the  same  Treasurer 
and  treasury,  but  donations  are  received  for  either  or  for  both,  and  for  general 
or  specific  purposes. 


NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  EOR  THE  PREVEN- 
TION OF  BLINDNESS,  INC. 

130  EAST  TWENTY-SECOND  STREET,  NEW  YORK 


ADVISORY  MEMBERS 


Dr.  Fr.\nk  Allport,  Chicago,  Chair- 
man Committee  on  Con.servation 
of  Vision,  American  Medical  As- 
sociation. 

Dr.  H.  Dickson  Bruns,  New  Or- 
leans, Professor  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye,  Graduate  School  of  Med- 
icine, Tulane  University  of  Louisi- 
ana (New  Orleans  Polyclinic). 

Dr.  George  E.  de  Schweinitz,  Phil- 
adelphia, Professor  of  Ophthal- 
mology, University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Dr.  George  S.  Derby,  Boston,  Mas- 
sachusetts Eye  and  Ear  Hospital. 

Mrs.  John  P.  Frank,  Nashville, 
Chairman  Tennessee  Committee 
for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Dr.  Harold  Gifford,  Omaha,  Edi- 
tor Ophthalmic  Record. 

Dr.  Frederick  R.  Green,  Chicago, 
Secretary  Council  on  Flealth  and 
Public  Instruction,  American 
Medical  Association. 

Dr.  John  Green,  St.  Louis. 

Dr.  John  McMullen,  Lexington, 
Surgeon  U.  S.  Health  Service. 

Miss  Linda  Neville,  Lexington, 
Secretary  Kentucky  Association 
for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Miss  Clara  D.  Noyes,  Washington, 
Director  Bureau  of  Nursing  Serv- 
ice, American  Red  Cross. 

Miss  Annette  P.  Rogers,  Boston, 
Member  Massachusetts  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind. 

Mrs.  Andrew  S.  Rowan,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Vice-President  California 
Society  for  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness. 


Dr.  Louis  Livingston  Seaman,  New 
York. 

Dr.  Walter  H.  Snyder,  Toledo, 
Member  Ohio  Commission  (or 
the  Blind. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Wilmer,  Washington, 
Professor  of  Ophthalmology, 
Georgetown  College. 

Dr.  Harry  Vanderbilt  Wurde- 
MANN,  Seattle,  Editor  Ophthal- 
mology. 

Director  Edward  E.  Allen,  Perkins 
Institution,  Watertown,  Mass. 
Representing  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind. 

Supervisor  Robert  B.  Irwin,  Cleve- 
land. 

Representing  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Workers  for  the 
Blind. 

Miss  Lila  Pickhardt,  Superinten- 
dent Pasadena  Hospital,  Pasa- 
dena, Cal. 

Representing  National  League  of 
Nursing  Education. 

Miss  Estaiene  M.  De  Peltques- 
TAGNE,  Massillon,  Ohio. 
Representing  American  Nurses 
Association. 

Miss  Ella  P.  Crandall,  New  York. 
Representing  National  Organiza- 
tion for  Public  Health  Nursing. 

Mrs.  Joshua  Piza,  New  York,  Na- 
tional Chairman  on  Blind. 
Representing  Council  of  Jewish 
Women. 


NEW  YORK 

130  East  Twenty-second  Street 


NEW  YORK  STATE  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

A STANDING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  FOR 
THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS,  INC. 


Mrss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Winifred  Hatha w.ay,  Secretary 


Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger,  Professor  of 
Ophthalmology,  New  York  Post- 
Graduate  Medical  School. 

Miss  Bessie  Ely  Amerman,  Field 
Nurse  Delineator  Seventh  Baby 
Campaign. 

Mr.  John  B.  Andrews,  Ph.D.,  Sec- 
retary, American  Association  for 
Labor  Legislation. 

Dr.  Conrad  Berens,  Jr.,  Ophthal- 
mologist. 

Hon.  Hermann  M.  Biggs,  M.D., 
Commissioner  of  Health,  New 
York  State. 

Mr.  George  Blagden,  Member 
Board  of  Directors  New  York  As- 
sociation for  Improving  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Poor. 

Mrs.  Lindley  Hoffman  Chapin. 

Dr.  Colman  W.  Cutler,  Attending 
Ophthalmologist,  St.  Luke's  Hos- 
pital, New  York. 

Hon.  Thomas  Darlington,  M.D., 
Former  Commissioner  of  Health, 
New  York  City. 

Mr.  Carl  A.  de  Gersdorff,  Member 
Board  of  Managers,  New  York  In- 
stitute for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind. 

Miss  Martha  Lincoln  Draper, 
Member  Board  of  Education,  New 
York  City. 

Dr.  J.  Clifton  Edgar,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics  and  Clinical  Midwifery, 
Cornell  University  Medical  Col- 
lege; Consulting  Obstetrician, 
New  York  Maternity  Hospital  and 
Jewish  Maternity  Hospital;  At- 
tending Obstetrician,  Bellevue  Hos- 


pital and  Manhattan  Maternity 
Hospital. 

Hon.  John  J.  Finley,  Commissioner 
of  Education,  New  York  State. 

Mr.  Homer  Folks,  Secretary  State 
Charities  Aid  Association. 

Miss  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Mr.  Clarence  L.  Law,  Vice-Presi- 
dent Illuminating  Engineering  So- 
ciety. 

Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  Member  Com- 
mittee on  Conservation  of  Vision, 
American  Medical  Association. 

Miss  M.  Adelaide  Nutting,  Di- 
rector Department  of  Nursing  and 
Health,  Teachers  College,  Colum- 
bia University. 

Mrs.  Willi.am  B.  Rice,  Vice-Presi- 
dent State  Charities  Aid  Ass’n. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Riley,  Ph.D.,  Secre- 
tary Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities. 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler,  Vice- 
President  State  Charities  Aid  As- 
sociation. 

Miss  Rebecca  Shatz,  Associate 
Director  of  Nurses,  Henry  Street 
Settlement. 

Hon.  P.  Tecumseh  Sherman,  For- 
mer Commissioner  of  Labor,  New 
York  State. 

Dr.  Walter  Baer  Weidler,  As- 
sistant Surgeon  and  Assistant 
Pathologist,  Manhattan  Eye  and 
Ear  Hospital;  Assistant  Ophthal- 
mologist, Neurological  Institute. 

Mr.  John  L.  Wilkie,  Vice-President 
Hermann  Knapp  Memorial  Eye 
Hospital. 


NEW  YORK 

130  East  Twenty-second  Street 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 
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TION OF  BLINDNESS 

1917 

The  year  has  brought  to  the  Committee  a great  loss  in  the  pass- 
ing away  of  our  honorary  vice-president,  Honorable  Joseph  H. 
Choate.  Vitally  interested  in  the  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  blind,  and  for  years  active  in  support  of  this  work  in  New 
York  City,  he  became  at  once  deeply  concerned  in  the  under- 
takings of  the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness when  its  organization  was  effected.  At  the  first  annual 
meeting  he  presided,  contributing  to  the  occasion  the  delightful 
charm  of  his  personality,  and  through  his  address  lending  the 
support  of  his  great  mind  and  heart  to  the  Committee’s  work. 
It  was  characteristic  of  this  great  man  that  he  should  to  the  very 
last  of  his  long  life  of  useful  service  be  giving  himself  to  helping 
the  cause  of  human  betterment. 


Each  year  of  the  life  of  the  National  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  has  been  marked  by  a special  emphasis 
upon  one  of  the  phases  of  its  work.  Accidents  to  the  eyes  in 
industrial  occupations  have  been  studied  intensively  in  the  third 
year  of  the  Committee’s  life  as  now  organized.  Trachoma  as  a 
menace  to  the  individual  and  the  nation  occupied  the  center  of 
attention  in  our  second  year,  as  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  the 
new-born  had  done  in  our  first  year.  It  is  not  to  be  understood 
from  these  remarks  that  any  one  subject  has  so  engrossed  us  as  to 
interfere  with  effective  work  in  all  lines.  Reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  Field  Secretary  detail  in  a most  interesting  way  the 
activities  of  1917. 
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Correspondence  has  grown  enormously,  and  from  the  ends  of 
the  earth,  as  well  as  from  every  quarter  of  this  country,  have 
come  calls  for  advice  and  assistance.  Our  function  as  a bureau 
of  information  has  steadily  developed  in  importance.  Reputa- 
tion for  carefulness  in  investigations  and  accuracy  in  promulgat- 
ing information  has  given  the  Committee  such  standing  that  its 
statements  are  very  generally  accepted  as  authoritative. 

Of  the  publications  of  the  year  the  most  ambitious  are  the 
result  of  the  Buffalo  Study,  an  investigation  into  the  conditions 
in  a typical  American  city,  which,  reported  upon,  will  call  general 
attention  to  what  any  city  may  do  for  the  conservation  of  vision 
of  its  people.  “Eye  Hazards  in  Industrial  Occupations”  is  a 
pamphlet  of  145  pages,  profusely  illustrated,  which  is  sure  to  be 
recognized  as  the  compendium  of  useful  information  on  this  im- 
portant subject.  Our  Field  Secretary  is  the  author.  As  Buffalo 
has  had  great  success  in  controlling  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  our 
Secretary’s  pamphlet,  “Saving  Sight  a Civic  Duty,”  describing 
the  great  work  done  in  that  city,  is  offered  as  a vade  mecum  for 
health  departments  in  cities  and  towns  ever^'where. 

“Bright  Eyes — How  to  Keep  Them  Shining,”  is  the  catchy 
title  of  an  eight-page  leaflet  prepared  for  Baby  Week.  It  calls 
attention  to  some  of  the  common  dangers  to  eyes  of  children  and 
was  widely  used. 

Our  annual  summary  of  statistics,  gathered  from  schools  for 
the  blind,  which  is  taken  as  some  indication  of  how  the  educa- 
tional propaganda  of  a dozen  years  is  affecting  the  situation  as 
regards  children’s  blindness,  shows  a slight  reduction  over  last 
year’s  report,  and  the  encouraging  fact  that  eleven  years  of  work 
hav'e  seen  a diminution  in  the  percentage  of  children  entering  the 
schools  for  the  blind  because  of  eyes  destroyed  by  inflammation 
of  the  new-born  from  28.19  per  cent,  in  1906-7  to  18.4  per  cent, 
in  1916-17. 

War  has  had  its  effect  in  our  field  of  endeavor  for  improving 
the  condition  of  the  people.  In  England  an  alarming  increase 
of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  shows  that  the  relaxation  of  care  in 
one  phase  of  public  health  work  has  resulted  disastrously.  A 
warning  is  thus  served  u{X)n  our  people  that  will  be  heeded,  let 
us  hope. 


8 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE 


Our  Field  Secretary  was  called  on  to  serve  as  lecturer  to  the 
soldiers  in  the  army  camps  by  authority  of  the  Surgeon  General’s 
Department,  and  entered  upon  that  work.  But  so  deeply  was 
the  need  of  a more  intimate  and  complete  service  to  the  soldiers 
borne  in  upon  Mr.  Berry  by  his  experience  in  this  camp  work 
that  he  volunteered  for  service  in  France  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  was  immediately  accepted. 

The  New  York  State  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness, a standing  committee  of  this  organization,  proceeds  upon 
its  way  of  active  and  effective  educational  work  in  New  York, 
under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler.  A notable 
contribution  to  the  effort  for  sight  saving  is  the  invention,  by  the 
Secretary,  of  a series  of  talks  to  mothers  and  to  the  Little  Mothers’ 
Leagues,  in  which  she  has  adapted  fairy  tales  and  folk  stories  to 
the  carrying  of  our  message  to  those  who  need  most  to  hear  it. 

The  American  Medical  Association  held  its  annual  meeting 
in  New  York  in  June,  1917.  The  Section  on  Ophthalmology 
provided  for  the  continuance  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Conserva- 
tion of  Vision  of  the  Council  of  Public  Health  and  Instruction, 
Dr.  Frank  Allport,  Chairman,  with  Dr.  Walter  B.  Weidler,  of 
New  York,  as  local  acting  chairman,  its  work  to  be  done  through 
the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness.  It  is 
gratifying  that  we  may  have  the  privilege  of  thus  serving  the 
Association. 

Our  membership  has  increased  by  steady  additions  month 
by  month,  until  practically  every  state  in  the  Union  is  repre- 
sented on  our  list.  England,  Canada,  China,  and  the  Philippine 
Islands  contribute  members,  and  our  mailing  list  of  interested 
and  inquiring  people  shows  Alaska,  Hawaii,  Panama,  Porto  Rico, 
Mexico,  India,  Scotland,  South  America,  and  New  Zealand  to  be 
conscious  of  our  existence  and  confident  of  our  usefulness. 

Incorporation  of  the  Committee  was  determined  on  early  in 
the  year,  and  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  effect  this  import- 
ant change  in  the  status  of  the  organization.  Henceforth  the 
legal  title  of  the  Committee  will  include  the  abbreviation  of  the 
word  “incorporated.”  The  Board  of  Directors  is  now  empow- 
ered to  receive  legacies. 

This  Report,  in  respect  of  the  financial  statements,  covers  a 
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period  of  fifteen  months,  as  it  was  deemed  best  to  make  our 
fiscal  year  coincide  with  the  calendar  year. 


To  learn  all  we  can  about  how  to  prevent  blindness  and  to 
conserve  vision,  to  promote  legislation  and  to  create  sentiment 
for  attaining  our  laudable  purposes,  and  to  spread  knowledge  of 
this  important  work  are  the  aims  which  we  keep  constantly  in 
view.  We  measure  our  success  in  terms  of  our  activity;  doing 
the  work  which  our  hands  find  to  do  we  keep  busy,  and  year  by 
year  the  opportunities  grow.  To  seize  all  opportunities  for  serv- 
ice that  we  possibly  can  is  our  purpose  for  the  future. 

Edward  M.  Van  Cleve, 

Managing  Director. 

December  31,  1917. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve,  Managing  Director, 

National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Dear  Sir:  Permit  me  to  submit  the  report  of  the  work  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness for  the  period  of  fourteen  months,  November  i,  1916,  to 
December  31,  1917. 

The  rejection  of  many  recruits  for  eye  defects  and  eye  diseases 
at  home  and  abroad  came  as  a great  surprise  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  fact  that  a certain  percentage  of  these 
troubles  might  have  been  prevented,  corrected,  or  cured,  had 
proper  attention  been  given  to  them,  awakened  the  country  to  a 
realization  that  there  was  need  for  concerted  effort  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  similar  conditions.* 

From  practically  every  state  in  the  Union  requests  for  informa- 
tion, literature,  slides,  exhibits,  methods,  and  plans  began  to 
flood  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  and  a large  part  of  her  time  has 
been  devoted  to  supplying  this  demand. 

The  great  increase  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  in  England  in 
1916  shocked  Baby  Week  committees  into  relentless  activity. 
To  meet  the  request  for  new,  simple,  virile  material,  the  Secretary 
prepared  a special  baby  week  pamphlet,  “Bright  Eyes — How  to 
Keep  Them  Shining,”  illustrated  by  pictures  of  real  babies.  The 
first  edition  of  20,000  copies  was  exhausted  before  it  came  from 
the  press,  and  two  subsequent  editions  of  20,000  copies  each  were 
required  to  meet  the  demand  for  material  for  the  National  Baby 
Week.  One  teachers’  institute  alone  ordered  10,000  copies. 

Every  available  exhibit  and  slide  made  itself  felt,  but  because 
of  the  limited  number  so  many  requests  had  to  be  refused  that 
the  executive  staff  immediately  set  to  work  on  a new  exhibit  on 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  to  be  issued  in  poster  form,  and  to  be 
available  in  addition  to  the  stock  of  lantern  slides  and  e.xhibits, 
so  that  henceforth  no  baby  week  campaign  need  be  unsupplied. 

* See  Report  of  Field  Secretary,  page  28. 
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Nor  were  the  Baby  Week  committees  the  only  ones  whose 
pulses  were  quickened;  health  officers,  county  fair  committees, 
schools,  colleges,  universities— all  felt  the  seriousness  of  the  situa- 
tion as  never  before,  and  made  every  effort  to  have  the  matter 
of  conservation  of  sight  brought  before  their  communities  and 
student  bodies.  Schools  of  philanthropy  and  civic  centers 
throughout  the  country  began  to  include  a study  of  the  problem 
in  their  curricula.  The  Secretary  has  given  every  possible 
assistance  in  suggesting  ways  and  means  for  bringing  about  the 
best  results. 

CENSUS  OF  CAUSES  OF  BLINDNESS  AMONG  PUPILS 
ENROLLED  IN  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  annual  census  of  schools  for  the  blind  has  been  made  and 
the  results  tabulated  as  shown  on  page  13. 

When,  in  1908,  the  work  of  preventing  blindness  from  “ Babies’ 
Sore  Eyes”  was  begun  in  New  York  State  by  the  New  York 
State  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  (now  a standing 
committee  of  the  national  organization),  the  percentage  of  those 
admitted  to  schools  for  the  blind  for  the  first  time  who  had  lost 
their  sight  from  this  disease  was  26.5  per  cent.  It  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  there  has  been  a decrease  of  8.1  per  cent.  That 
18.4  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  admitted  for  the  first  time  in  1916- 
1917  are  blind  from  this  cause  shows  that  continuing  and  more 
intensive  effort  is  necessary  to  combat  this  disease.  Many  states 
still  have  very  inadequate  laws,  and  those  having  satisfactory 
legislation  cannot  afford  to  rest  upon  this  fact.  Stringent  en- 
forcement is  the  necessary  sequel  to  legislative  action. 

NEW  LEGISLATION 

Three  states,  Delaware,  Minnesota,  and  North  Carolina,  have 
passed  laws  relating  to  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

Delaware  Law. — Ophthalmia  neonatorum  made  a reportable 
disease  (six  hours).  Physicians,  midwives,  and  other  persons  in 
attendance  upon  cases  of  childbirth  are  required  to  use  some 
prophylactic;  to  make  record  of  the  prophylactic  used,  and  to 
indorse  the  details  thereof  on  every  birth  certificate. 
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PROPORTION  OF  PUPILS  BLIND  FROM  OPHTHALMIA  NEONA- 
TORUM IN  THIRTY-ONE  STATE  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND-- 

1916-1917 


Total 

pupils 

igi6-ioi7 

Total  pupils 
blind  from 
0.  N. 

Per  cent. 

New  Ad~ 
missions 

New  pupils 
blind  from 
0.  N. 

Per  cent. 

Alabama 

III 

40 

36.0 

25 

9 

36.0 

California 

95 

18 

18.9 

22 

8 

36.3 

Colorado 

43 

II 

2S.S 

II 

0 

0 

Connecticut 

46 

I 

23.9 

6 

3 

so.o 

Florida 

45 

23 

51. 1 

Idaho 

19 

3 

IS.7 

5 

0 

0 

Indiana 

133 

13 

9.7 

17 

5 

29.4 

Iowa 

129 

30 

23.2 

19 

4 

21.0 

Kansas 

20 

I 

5.0 

Kentucky 

135 

33 

24.4 

14 

3 

21.4 

Maryland 

109 

29 

26.6 

10 

I 

10. 0 

Massachusetts 

293 

79 

26.9 

47 

II 

23.4 

Missouri 

120 

30 

250 

29 

6 

20.6 

Montana 

26 

2 

7.6 

Nebraska 

56 

I 

1.7 

7 

I 

14.2 

New  Mexico 

58 

26 

44.8 

18 

8 

44.4 

New  York  (Batavia) . 
New  York  Institute 

182 

44 

24.1 

29 

7 

24.1 

(New  York  City) . . 

121 

27 

22.3 

II 

I 

9.0 

North  Carolina 

56 

4 

7.1 

North  Dakota 

31 

6 

19.3 

4 

I 

25.0 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania  (Over- 

243 

66 

27.1 

32 

6 

18.7 

brook) 

234 

77 

32.4 

32 

10 

31.2 

W.  Penn.  (Pittsburgh) 

136 

58 

42.6 

19 

8 

42.1 

South  Dakota 

26 

5 

19.2 

S 

2 

40.0 

Tennessee 

224 

33 

14-7 

51 

2 

3.9 

Texas 

70 

25 

35.7 

18 

4 

22.2 

Utah 

44 

10 

22.7 

14 

I 

7.1 

Vermont 

6 

5 

83.3 

Virginia 

82 

6 

7.3 

8 

I 

I2.S 

Wisconsin 

144 

31 

21.5 

29 

2 

6.8 

Pupils  in  Classes  for 
the  Blind  in  public 
school  systems: 

2,961 

742 

25.0 

558 

109 

19.5 

Chicago 

49 

r6 

32.6 

n 

3 

27.2 

Detroit 

37 

9 

24.3 

16 

I 

6.2 

Jersey  City 

10 

2 

20.0 

2 

0 

0 

Milwaukee 

64 

14 

21.8 

17 

0 

0 

New  York  City  . . . 

209* 

9 

4.3 

42 

5 

11.7 

Racine,  Wisconsin 

6 

4 

66.6 

I 

I 

100.0 

375 

54 

14.4 

89 

10 

II. 2 

Grand  Total 

3.336 

796 

23.8 

647 

II9 

18.4 

* Includes  also  pupils  in  Classes  for  Conservation  of  Vision. 


PROPORTION  OF  PUPILS  NEWLY  ADMITTED  TO  SCHOOLS  FOR 
THE  BLIND  DURING  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS,  WHO  ARE  BLIND 
FROM  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


School  year 

No.  of  schools 

Total  new 
admissions 

Pupils  blind  from 

0.  N. 

Per  cent. 

1907-  8 

10 

290 

77 

26.5 

1908-  9 

14 

300 

68 

22.6 

1909-10 

13 

32s 

67 

20.6 

1910-11 

IS 

351 

84 

23.9 

1911-12 

24 

415 

88 

21.2 

1912-13 

21 

386 

88 

22.7 

1913-14 

19 

428 

84 

19.6 

1914-15 

28 

602 

91 

iS.i 

1915-16 

35 

666 

127 

19.0 

1916-17 

34 

647 

119 

18.4 

Some  of  the  other  causes  of  blindness  in  the  above  total  of  3,336  blind  pupils  enrolled  1916- 

17  are  shown  by  the  following: 

Blind  from  Accident  341;  from  Progressive  Nearsightedness  121;  from  Trachoma  56; 
from  Interstitial  Keratitis  189;  from  Optic  Nerve  Atrophy  334;  from  other  Congenital  Defects 
947;  from  Wood  Alcohol  Poisoning  i. 


13 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE 

The  Minnesota  and  North  Carolina  laws*  are  referred  to  in  the 
report  of  the  Field  Secretary. 

California  has  passed  a law  relating  to  the  use  of  the  roller 
towel ;t  also,  an  “Act  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Practice  of  Mid- 
wifery in  the  State  of  California  by  Others  than  Legally  Author- 
ized Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  for  the  Appointment  of  a 
Board  of  Examiners  in  Midwifery  in  the  Matter  of  Said  Regu- 
lation.” 

Illinois  has  passed  a law  relating  to  the  sale  of  wood  alcohol. t 
LECTURES 

The  Secretary  has  assisted  in  carrying  out  the  educational 
work  of  the  Committee  by  arranging  for  lectures,  other  than  those 
given  by  the  Field  Secretary  in  his  state  campaigns.  Heretofore 
most  of  this  educational  work  has  been  arranged  for  adults,  or 
boys  and  girls  of  high-school  age.  There  seems,  however,  to  be 
no  good  reason  why  children  should  not  learn  to  care  for  their 
own  eyes,  hence  the  Secretary  has  instituted  special  talks  for  the 
younger  generation. 

During  the  fourteen  months  covered  by  this  report  145  lec- 
tures have  been  given  to  audiences  aggregating  24,160  people. 

EXHIBITS 

The  use  of  exhibit  material  has  not  been  limited  to  Baby  Week 
campaigns:  it  has  been  in  demand  at  all  seasons.  The  original 
exhibit  on  Industrial  Eye  Accidents  commanded  much  attention 
at  the  Annual  Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction  (now 
National  Conference  of  Social  Work)  held  in  Pittsburgh,  the 
Third  Annual  Industrial  Safety  Exposition  of  Ohio,  held  in 
Columbus,  and  the  State  Fair  held  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  It  is 
now  on  exhibition  at  the  American  Museum  of  Safety,  New 
York  City. 

Exclusive  of  the  posters  on  industrial  eye  accidents,  355  panels 
of  the  general  exhibit  material  have  been  used  in  32  cities,  repre- 
senting 25  states,  also  in  Montreal,  Canada. 

• Given  in  full  in  Appendix,  pages  41-46. 
t Given  in  full  in  Apendix,  pages  46-47. 
t See  Appendix,  page  46. 
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SLIDES 

In  the  fourteen  months,  12,952  slides  of  the  Committee  have 
been  used  in  96  cities,  representing  29  states,  also  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  and  in  Shanghai,  China. 

So  great  has  been  the  demand  that  it  was  practically  impossible 
to  keep  in  stock  sets  for  the  use  of  physicians  giving  popular 
lectures  on  the  subject  of  conservation  of  sight.  The  Committee, 
therefore,  arranged,  through  the  cooperation  of  its  ophthalmolo- 
gists, ten  sets  each  consisting  of  sixty  slides  to  be  devoted  en- 
tirely to  this  purpose. 

Sets  of  the  Committee’s  slides  have  been  used  by  various 
universities  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Visual 
Instruction,  the  slides  being  sent  out  on  the  general  state  circuit. 

PUBLICATIONS 

That  the  work  of  the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention 
of  Blindness  is  becoming  widely  known  and  appreciated,  not  only 
throughout  the  United  States,  but  in  far-away  countries,  is  evi- 
denced by  the  demand  for  literature  from  all  parts  of  the  globe. 
The  Royal  Commission  of  Holland  requested  special  literature 
and  advice  looking  toward  legislative  action  to  prevent  needless 
blindness  in  that  country.  England,  making  a strenuous  effort 
to  prevent  infant  blindness  and  mortality,  has  made  use  of  the 
committee’s  publications.  Long-distance  calls  have  come  from 
India,  Egypt,  China,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  the  Philip- 
pines; South  America,  Cuba,  Hawaii,  and  Mexico  have  been 
well  represented  on  the  growing  list  of  those  coming  into  closer 
touch  with  the  organization. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  publications  distributed  and  sold: 

PUBLICATIONS  DISTRIBUTED 


National  Publications 144,212 

New  York  State  Publications 6,859 

Total 151,071 

PUBLICATIONS  SOLD 

National  Publications 51, 35° 

New  York  State  Publications 2,000 

Total 53.350 

Grand  total 204,421 
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The  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  has 


issued  the  following  new  publications:  copies 

No.  10.  Bright  Eyes — How  to  Keep  Them  Shining.  . 8i,i8i 

No.  II.  Second  Annual  Report 3iOOO 

No.  12.  Eye  Hazards  in  Industrial  Occupation.s — A 
Report  of  Typical  Cases  and  Conditions,  with  Recom- 

mendations’for  Safe  Practice 3,000 

No.  13.  Saving  Sight  a Civic  Duty — A Demonstra- 
tion by  the  Public  Health  Department  of  Buffalo  of 
How  a Typical  City  Conserves  the  Vision  of  Its 

Future  Citizens 3>ooo 

News  Letter  Nos.  9,  10,  ii,  12,  13 3,000  to  4,000  each 

State  No.  16.  Eighth  Annual  Report,  New  York  State 

Committee 1,020 

The  following  publications  have  been  reprinted: 

No.  I.  Common  Causes  of  Blindness  in  Children I7.i75 

No.  2.  Care  of  Your  Eyes — A Message  to  You 5,000 

No.  3.  Directions  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 

from  Babies’ Sore  Eyes 7,000 

No.  4.  Photographic  Exhibits  and  Slides  on  Babies’ 

Sore  Eyes,  Midwives,  Wood  Alcohol,  Trachoma,  In- 
dustrial Eye  Accidents 5, 000 

No.  5.  What  Women’s  Clubs  and  Nursing  Organiza- 
tions Can  Do  to  Prevent  Blindness 13,000 

State  No.  8.  Trachoma 2,000 


Besides  the  articles  reported  by  the  Field  Secretary,  the  fol- 
lowing publications  have  appeared : 

The  Eyes  of  the  New-Born,  Midwives’  Journal,  March,  1917, 
Winifred  Hathaway. 

Campaign  of  the  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
for  Conserving  Sight,  Report  of  the  Babies’  Welfare  As- 
sociation, July  7,  1917,  Winifred  Hathaway. 

What  University  Extension  Centers  are  Doing  to  Conserve 
Sight — to  be  published  by  the  American  Journal  of  Sociology, 
Winifred  Hathaway. 

Brief  History  of  the  New  York  State  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  (appeared  in  connection  with  “Sav- 
ing the  Seventh  Baby”),  Delineator,  December,  1917,  Wini- 
fred Hathaway. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Secretary  has  prepared  press 
notices  and  has  collected  data  for  articles  appearing  in  various 
magazines  and  newspapers.  The  Committee’s  cuts  and  photo- 
graphs have  been  extensively  used. 
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SPECIAL  STUDIES 

The  Secretary  has  made  two  intensive  studies  since  the  last 
annual  report  of  the  Committee. 

The  first  of  these  grew  out  of  correspondence  inquiries  as  to 
the  inclusion  of  health  courses  in  university  extension  centers. 
A canvass  was  made  of  200  colleges  and  universities  having  ex- 
tension courses,  and  the  results  of  the  study  presented  in  a paper 
given  before  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  American  Association 
of  School  Hygiene  held  in  Albany,  June  7,  8,  and  9,  1917. 

The  second  study  was  of  a more  intensive  nature,  and  was  made 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a model  plan  for  the  conservation 
of  vision  of  children  in  towns  and  cities.  The  city  of  Buffalo 
was  selected  as  a typical  community  because  of  its  clean  bill  of 
health,  its  very  active  contributions  to  health  measures,  pre- 
ventive and  curative,  its  immigration  problem,  and  its  willing- 
ness to  cooperate  in  making  such  a study  possible.  The  results 
of  this  intensive  work  have  been  published  by  the  National  Com- 
mittee for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  as  Publication  No.  13, 
Saving  Sight  a Civic  Duty — A Demonstration  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  Buffalo  of  How  a Typical  City  Conserves 
the  Vision  of  its  Future  Citizens. 

WOOD  ALCOHOL 

The  urgent  need  for  educating  the  people  to  an  understanding 
of  the  menace  of  wood  alcohol  is  constantly  being  brought  before 
the  public  by  cases  of  blindness  or  death  occasioned  either  by 
drinking  this  poison  or  inhaling  its  fumes. 

In  New  York  city  alone  9 cases  of  poisoning  from  this  source 
have  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Secretary.  Of  these,  6 
of  the  victims  died  within  a few  hours,  2 became  totally  blind, 
and  I suffered  deterioration  of  sight. 

Even  the  passage  of  more  effective  laws  and  stricter  enforce- 
ment will  not  combat  this  evil  unless  the  people  know  the  danger 
and  cooperate  in  preventing  it.  Every  lecture  arranged  by  this 
Committee  has  included  a brief  presentation  of  this  menace. 

ILLUMINATION 

The  cooperation  of  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society 
has,  as  in  the  past,  been  of  very  great  value  to  the  Committee. 
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Through  its  courtesy,  the  results  of  an  intensive  study  made  by 
that  society,  “The  Code  of  Lighting  School  Buildings,”  has  been 
made  available  to  members  of  the  Committee  and  other  inter- 
ested persons. 

So  important  is  the  question  of  illumination  in  conservation  of 
vision  that  a standing  committee  has  been  appointed  by  the 
national  organization  to  which  all  questions  relative  to  this  sub- 
ject may  be  referred.  The  Committee,  composed  of  two  ophthal- 
mologists and  one  illuminating  engineer,  has  already  proved  of 
inv^aluable  assistance. 

MID  WIVES 

The  Secretary  has  made  a census  of  the  present  status  of  the 
midwife  and  midwifery  conditions  of  licensing,  registering,  train- 
ing, etc.,  in  the  48  states  of  the  Union.  That  some  advance  has 
been  made  is  shown  by  the  activity  of  communities  in  a few 
states,  notably  California,  Louisiana,  North  Carolina,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Washington. 

Many  states  still  feel  that  the  easiest  solution  of  the  problem  is 
to  ignore  it,  but  the  time  is  surely  coming  when  public  opinion 
will  no  more  tolerate  the  untrained  midwife  than  the  untrained 
physician.  The  Secretary  has  assisted  several  committees  who 
are  desirous  of  hastening  that  day. 


REPRESENTATION 


The  Secretary  has  represented  the  Committee  at  conventions, 
congresses,  and  committee  meetings  of  various  organizations 
and  has  prepared  papers  and  statistics  for  their  programs. 

As  Secretary  of  the  New  York  State  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  (a  standing  committee  of  the  national 
organization),  she  has  carried  on  intensive  work  in  the  state, 
similar  to  the  larger  work  of  the  nation. 

The  close  of  the  year  marks  no  stopping-place  in  the  activities 
of  the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 
The  Secretary  looks  forward  to  a steady  onward  march,  strength- 
ened by  the  experiences  of  the  past  and  encouraged  by  the  vision 
of  future  usefulness. 

Respectfully  submitted  this  thirty-first  day  of  December,  1917. 
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Winifred  Hathaway, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FIELD  SECRETARY 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve,  Managing  Director, 

National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Dear  Sir:  I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  my  work 
as  Field  Secretary  of  the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention 
of  Blindness.  The  report  in  this  instance  covers  a period  of 
fourteen  (14)  months,  from  November  i,  1916,  to  December  31, 
1917. 

The  last  report  covering  the  field  work  of  the  Committee — to 
November  i,  1916 — was  made  at  a time  when  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  a campaign  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  looking  to 
the  passage  of  adequate  legislation  for  the  prevention  of  blindness 
from  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  The  effort  in  that  state  was 
completely  successful,  culminating  in  the  enactment  by  The 
General  Assembly,  Session  of  1917,  of  “An  Act  to  Prevent  Blind- 
ness in  Infancy,  Designating  Certain  Powers  and  Duties  and 
Otherwise  Providing  for  the  Enforcement  of  this  Act.”* 

The  success  of  this  campaign  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of 
the  Conservation  of  Vision  Committee  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  of  North  Carolina.  The  members  of  that  Committee, 
Dr.  R.  H.  Lewis,  Chairman,  Raleigh;  Dr.  W.  H.  Rankin,  Secre- 
tary, North  Carolina  State  Board  of  Health;  Dr.  C.  W.  Banner, 
Greensboro;  Dr.  Louise  Merrimon-Perry,  Asheville,  and  Mr. 
John  E.  Ray,  Superintendent,  North  Carolina  State  School  for 
the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  gave  generously  of  their  time  and  ex- 
perience in  the  preparation  of  the  bill  and  in  the  furtherance  of 
all  endeavors  which  might  make  for  its  passage.  The  coopera- 
tion of  the  North  Carolina  State  Board  of  Health  afforded  ma- 
terial aid  in  securing  the  desired  result.  Due  to  the  efforts  of 
these  organizations  and  the  individual  members  thereof,  your 
Field  Secretary  was  given  many  opportunities  for  advance  pub- 
licity work,  lecture  engagements,  conferences,  etc.  It  is  most 
gratifying  to  find  that  during  the  entire  campaign  there  was  made 
* See  Appendix,  pages  41-44. 
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evident  practically  no  opposition  to  the  bill.  The  editorial  com- 
ment from  all  sections  of  the  state  was  universally  favorable, 
and  the  attitude  of  physicians  and  laymen  presaged  the  favor- 
able action  taken  by  the  state  legislators. 

In  the  second  annual  report  of  the  Field  Secretary  there  was 
included  his  lecture  itinerary  to  November  I,  1916.  Subse- 
quent to  that  date  illustrated  lectures  were  given  to  general 
audiences,  to  assemblies  of  normal,  college,  and  high-school 
students,  and  to  small  groups  (in  connection  with  the  State 
Board  of  Health  Exhibits  at  many  of  the  local  and  county  fairs) 
until  November  12,  1916,  on  which  date  the  intensive  field  work 
in  North  Carolina  came  to  a close.  In  addition  to  the  appoint- 
ments previously  reported,  lectures  were  given  in  Charlotte, 
Asheville,  Canton,  and  Waynesville.  At  Charlotte,  the  lecture 
was  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Southern  Sociological  Con- 
gress, which,  with  its  staff  of  health  and  social  workers,  was 
making  a survey  of  the  community. 

An  important  provision  in  the  law  as  passed  is  the  annual 
appropriation  of  $3000  for  the  use  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
in  making  the  provisions  of  the  act  effective.  Among  other 
things,  this  has  made  possible  the  free  distribution  to  physicians 
and  midwives  of  prophylactic  outfits  containing  silver  nitrate 
solution  to  be  used  in  the  eyes  of  the  new-born.  The  adminis- 
tration of  this  treatment  is  now  compulsory  under  the  law,  by 
the  observance  of  which  it  is  expected  that  a marked  reduction 
in  cases  of  infantile  blindness  will  be  apparent  in  ensuing  years. 

SOUTHERN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION 
Immediately  following  the  campaign  in  North  Carolina  your 
Field  Secretary  proceeded  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  attended 
the  tenth  annual  session  of  the  Southern  Medical  Association, 
and  as  part  of  the  program  of  the  Section  on  Public  Health,  read 
a paper  on  “Legislation  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  as  Ob- 
taining in  the  Territory  of  the  Southern  Medical  Association.”  This 
paper  was  subsequently  printed  in  the  Southern  Medical  Journal. 

While  in  Atlanta,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Edward  T.  Ware, 
President,  an  illustrated  lecture  on  “Prevention  of  Blindness” 
was  given  before  the  students  of  Fisk  University. 
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MINNESOTA 

In  October,  1916,  the  Minnesota  State  Board  of  Health,  Dr. 
H.  M.  Bracken,  Secretary,  adopted  regulations  for  the  prevention 
of  infantile  blindness.* 

Three  of  the  largest  county  medical  societies  in  Minnesota  had 
previously  requested  the  Board  to  pass  such  regulations.  To 
give  them  the  effect  of  law,  only  the  signature  of  the  State’s 
Attorney  General  was  required.  There  appeared  to  be  a certain 
amount  of  opposition,  largely  emanating  from  one  organization 
whose  members  objected  to  the  regulations  as  effecting  a “re- 
straint upon  personal  liberty,”  in  that  they  required  the  universal 
use  of  a specified  prophylactic  for  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 
These  objectors  were  represented  at  the  public  hearing,  which 
was  called  for  the  discussion  of  the  matter,  and  at  the  invitation 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health  your  Field  Secretary  appeared  at 
this  hearing  in  behalf  of  the  regulations  as  adopted. 

Representatives  from  a number  of  county  medical  societies 
likewise  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  regulations,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  hearing  Hon.  Lyndon  A.  Smith,  State  Attorney  General, 
signed  the  draft,  thereby  providing  the  legal  approval  necessary 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  measure.  Since  that  action  was 
taken,  however,  the  1917  ses.sion  of  the  State  Legislature  modified 
the  regulations  to  the  extent  of  including  a clause  whereby  parents 
may  decide  as  to  whether  or  not  the  prophylactic  shall  be  used. 
In  case  they  are  opposed  to  its  use,  a written  notice  to  that  effect 
must  be  given  to  the  attending  physician.  Free  prophylactic 
outfits  are  now  distributed  to  physicians  and  midwives  in  Minne- 
sota, the  expense  therefor  being  met  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Subsequent  to  the  close  of  the  hearing  referred  to  above  your 
Field  Secretary  made  a month’s  trip  throughout  the  state  of 
Minnesota,  fulfilling  speaking  engagements  which  had  been 
arranged  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  Public  Health  De- 
partment of  the  Minnesota  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs,  local 
health  officials,  and  social  organizations.  The  following  cities 
and  towns  were  visited:  Minneapolis,  Winona,  Wabasha,  Lake 
City,  Hastings,  Northfield,  Faribault,  Mankato,  Worthington, 

* See  Appendix,  pages  45  and  46. 
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Sleepy  Eye,  St.  Cloud,  Little  Falls,  Detroit,  Moorhead,  Crooks- 
ton.  Thief  River  Falls,  Fergus  Falls,  Sauk  Center,  Moose  Lake, 
Cloquet,  Hibbing,  Eveleth,  Virginia,  Big  Falls,  Anoka,  Excelsior, 
and  Stillwater.  This  campaign  was  concluded  December  23,  1916. 

SOUTHERN  SOCIOLOGICAL  CONGRESS 

The  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  with 
various  other  national  organizations,  and  the  United  States  Pub- 
lic Health  Service,  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Southern  Socio- 
logical Congress  to  send  a representative  who  should  cooperate 
in  the  educational  efforts  of  its  second  extension  campaign. 
Community  surveys  were  to  be  made  in  a number  of  the  chief 
cities  of  Georgia  and  Florida.  Correspondence  with  health 
officials  in  both  of  these  states  had  previously  developed  the 
possibility  of  starting  a prevention  of  blindness  movement  in 
each,  which  it  was  hoped  would  result  in  legislative  enactments 
similar  to  those  which  have  been  secured  in  other  states.  Be- 
cause of  the  apparent  possibility  of  coordinating  oiir  work  with 
the  general  aims  of  the  Southern  Sociological  Congress,  we  were 
the  more  willing  to  undertake  the  mutual  effort.  However, 
following  the  Augusta  Conference,  held  February  i to  9,  1917, 
the  Extension  Campaign  of  the  Congress  was  postponed  until 
April  15th,  as  for  one  reason  or  another  some  of  the  original 
plans  had  failed  to  develop  satisfactorily.  Because  of  the  inter- 
national situation,  representatives  from  certain  organizations 
were  being  held  back,  and  finally,  upon  the  declaration  of  war  by 
the  United  States  Government,  it  was  deemed  best  to  postpone 
the  Extension  Campaign  indefinitely.  For  its  successful  develop- 
ment large  financial  expenditure  was  necessary  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  private  car  used  by  the  Congress,  for  the  ship- 
ment, handling,  and  display  of  its  unusually  large  series  of 
health  exhibits,  and  for  the  multitude  of  other  expenses  incident 
to  such  an  undertaking.  The  management,  in  view  of  existing 
conditions,  felt  that  indefinite  postponement  of  the  campaign 
was  the  wisest  solution  of  the  m.atter. 

During  the  conference  held  in  Augusta,  however,  your  Field 
Secretary  had  the  opportunity  to  address  nine  meetings,  and 
shortly  thereafter  two  additional  meetings  at  Savannah. 
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GEORGIA 

Immediately  following  the  decision  which  terminated  the 
campaign  of  the  Southern  Sociological  Congress,  your  Field 
Secretary  proceeded  with  the  intensive  effort  for  prevention  of 
blindness  legislation  in  Georgia.  Conferences  were  held  with 
various  officials  of  the  Georgia  Medical  Association  and  the 
State  Board  of  Health — these  resulting  in  the  preparation  of  a 
bill  indorsed  by  the  Medical  Association  and  presented  for  en- 
actment to  the  1917  session  of  the  State  Legislature. 

The  bill  was  strongly  indorsed,  but  nevertheless  suffered  the 
fate  of  many  other  bills  in  not  being  reached  on  the  calendar 
before  adjournment.  The  initial  effort  has,  however,  been 
accomplished,  and  with  the  assurance  of  further  prosecution  of 
the  endeavor,  which  has  come  from  influential  organizations 
(medical  and  other)  of  Georgia,  it  is  hoped  that  the  bill  may  be- 
come law  during  the  1918  session  of  the  State  Legislature. 

FLORIDA 

Coincident  with  the  primary  effort  in  Georgia  a short  trip  was 
made  to  Jacksonville,  St.  Augustine,  and  Tallahassee,  Florida, 
in  the  hope  of  arousing  interest  which  might  result  in  similar 
legislative  enactment  in  that  state.  Various  local  conditions 
militated  against  any  hopes  for  successful  accomplishment  there, 
at  the  time,  and  postponement  of  immediate  effort  was  deemed 
advisable  by  the  state  health  officials. 


INDUSTRIAL  EYE  ACCIDENTS 
During  the  past  year  the  National  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  has  undertaken,  more  actively  than  in  any 
previous  year,  the  accomplishment  of  educational  effort  for  the 
reduction  of  preventable  eye  injuries  in  the  industries.  In  this 
work  it  has  cooperated  to  the  extent  of  its  ability  with  the 
National  Safety  Council,  the  American  Museum  of  Safety,  State 
Departments  of  Labor,  State  Insurance  Commissions,  and  various 
other  official  and  unofficial  organizations  working  for  the  safety 
of  industrial  operatives.  Cause  for  our  activity  in  this  field  is 
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sufficiently  explained  by  the  following  statements,  which,  al- 
though impossible  to  verify  for  complete  accuracy,  nevertheless 
are  considered  by  statisticians  of  authority  to  approximate  the 
true  conditions: 

1.  Of  the  2,000,000  annual  non-fatal  accidents  in  industrial 
occupations,  about  200,000  (10  per  cent.)  are  accidents  to 
the  eyes. 

2.  Approximately  15,000  persons  in  the  United  States  are  blind 
today  as  the  result  of  accidental  injury  of  this  nature. 

3.  The  maintenance  of  these  blinded  artisans  during  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives  will  cost  nearly  ten  million  dollars,  an 
expense  which  will  fall  upon  relatives,  the  community,  or  the 
state. 

4.  The  actual  economic  loss  cannot  be  estimated,  and  the  loss 
to  the  unfortunate  persons  whose  eyesight  has  been  de- 
stroyed is  least  of  all  a matter  of  dollars  and  cents. 

EXHIBIT  ON  EYE  ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  INDUSTRIES 

In  the  Second  Annual  Report  mention  was  made  of  the  com- 
pletion of  a new  exhibit  on  “Eye  Accidents  in  the  Industries.” 
As  will  be  noted  from  the  Secretary's  report  (page  14,  section 
on  “Exhibits”),  these  new  panels  have  been  in  use  during  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  the  year.  But  there  has  been  a 
much  larger  accomplishment  effected  in  the  use  of  this  educa- 
tional material  through  reproducing  the  original  panels  in  a 
series  of  five  black  and  white  posters,  each  one  of  which  is  ap- 
proximately 18  inches  by  33  inches  in  size.  These  posters  were 
prepared  especially  for  bulletin  board  use,  and  have  been  widely 
distributed  during  the  past  fourteen  (14)  months. 

In  all,  about  50,000  sets  of  reproductions  have  been  used  to 
date.  The  National  Safety  Council  reproduced  the  set  in  an 
edition  of  15,000;  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation  ordered  a 
special  printing  of  2500  sets;  the  Department  of  Labor  and  In- 
dustries of  Pennsylvania  reproduced  certain  of  the  panels  in  an 
edition  of  about  25,000.  Through  various  other  individuals, 
corporations,  and  official  bodies  the  orders  for  these  posters  have 
far  exceeded  our  expectations.  They  have  been  viewed  by  ap- 
proximately 4,000,000  American  and  Canadian  workmen. 
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USE  OF  THE  EXHIBIT  BY  STATE  INSURANCE  COM- 
MISSIONS 

Special  efforts  for  the  reduction  of  eye  accidents  in  their  re- 
spective states  have  been  made  this  year  by  the  following: 

1.  State  Board  of  Health  of  Alabama. 

2.  State  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  of  Minnesota. 

3.  State  Insurance  Commission  of  Ohio. 

4.  State  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  of  Pennsylvania. 

5.  State  Insurance  Commission  of  Utah. 

6.  State  Insurance  Commission  of  Washington. 

7.  State  Insurance  Commission  of  Wisconsin. 

Various  methods  are  being  followed  by  the  above  official  bodies 
in  bringing  to  the  attention  of  industrialists  who  report  eye  acci- 
dents the  needlessness  of  the  occurrence  of  many  such  accidents, 
and  the  possibilities  of  prevention.  By  five  of  the  state  organiza- 
tions mentioned  a special  letter  is  now  being  sent  out  to  every 
industrialist  who  reports  an  eye  accident.  With  it  there  is  sent 
in  each  instance  a coin-card  furnished  by  the  National  Committee 
for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness.  This  combination  of  letter  and 
coin-card  has  produced  a large  number  of  requests  for  the  exhibit. 
(The  fifty  cents  which  is  charged  for  single  sets  of  the  exhibit 
was  imposed  merely  to  help  pay  the  original  cost  of  building  the 
exhibit,  and  reproducing  the  panels  in  poster  form.  The  cost 
was  approximately  one  thousand  dollars.  In  quantity  lots  the 
price  asked  for  the  posters  is  scaled  down  very  considerably,  and 
where  no  appropriation  is  available  for  the  purchase  of  the  post- 
ers, they  have  been  given  free.) 

In  Utah,  in  addition  to  such  a letter  as  is  sent  in  Minnesota, 
the  State  Insurance  Commission,  in  December,  1917,  circularized 
its  entire  list  of  industrialists  who  are  carrying  compensation 
insurance  (about  1500  in  all),  bringing  to  their  attention  the 
number  of  eye  accidents  which  have  occurred  in  that  state  during 
a recent  period,  and  urging  them  to  put  forth  every  effort  for  a 
material  reduction  in  the  number  during  the  coming  twelve 
months.  With  the  letter,  the  coin-card  above  referred  to  is  in- 
cluded, and  attention  drawn  to  the  educational  possibilities  in 
the  display  of  the  National  Committee’s  posters  on  eye  accidents 
before  groups  of  workmen. 
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Similar  publicity  has  been  provided  in  much  the  same  way  in 
other  states  mentioned,  except  in  Pennsylvania,  where,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  repro- 
duced the  exhibit  in  poster  form  and  sent  it  out  as  a part  of  their 
regular  bulletin  service  to  the  industrialists  of  that  state.  The 
problem  which  confronts  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  is  indicated 
by  the  following  figures: 

For  the  calendar  year  1916  there  were  251,438  accidents  re- 
ported in  that  state.  Of  this  number  20,665  were  eye  accidents. 
The  total  number  of  eyes  lost  was  332,  and  the  total  amount  of 
compensation  paid  or  payable  for  the  loss  of  eyes  or  injuries  to 
eyes  was  $268,889. 


THE  BUFFALO  STUDY 

Upon  the  completion  of  his  study  of  eye  hazards  and  eye  pro- 
tection in  representative  industries  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  Thomas  P. 
Bradshaw  submitted  his  report  to  the  Committee  early  in  No- 
vember, 1916.  The  findings  have  been  included  in  the  Com- 
mittee’s publication  No.  12,  entitled,  “Eye  Hazards  in  Industrial 
Occupations,’’  publi.shed  by  the  Committee  in  November,  1917. 

PUBLICATIONS  ON  EYE  ACCIDENTS  IN  THE 
INDUSTRIES 

In  February,  1917,  your  Field  Secretary  prepared  for  Safety 
Engineering,  a class  journal  for  the  safety  engineer  and  accident 
preventist,  an  article  descriptive  of  the  Committee’s  new  exhibit 
on  eye  accidents,  and  suggested  methods  whereby  the  exhibit 
might  be  used  to  most  advantage. 

In  October,  1917.  at  the  request  of  the  National  Safety  Coun- 
cil, a “shop  talk”  was  prepared  on  Eye  Hazards  in  Industrial 
Occupations,  for  use  at  meetings  of  foremen  and  workmen. 
This  lecture  is,  in  fact,  but  a brief  synopsis  of  the  text  matter  of 
publication  No.  12,  described  in  the  foregoing  section. 

Publication  No.  12,  “Eye  Hazards  in  Industrial  Occupations,” 
is  one  upon  which  your  Field  Secretary  has  been  working  during 
the  past  two  years.  It  is  a compilation  of  typical  cases  and 
conditions  covering  the  chief  hazards  to  eyesight  as  found  in  the 
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industries  of  the  United  States,  with  recommendations  for  safe 
practice.  The  book  is  the  most  comprehensive  document  vet 
published  by  the  Committee,  and  it  is  hoped  will  serve  a useful 
purpose. 

As  stated  in  the  preceding  section,  much  of  the  laboratory 
work  was  accomplished  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  where,  at  the 
invitation  of  a large  group  of  persons  interested  in  civic  condi- 
tions, the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
made  an  investigation  of  eye  protection  in  seventy  leading  in- 
dustries in  that  typical  American  city. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation 
the  Committee  has  been  permitted  to  reproduce  extracts  from  a 
new  motion-picture  film  entitled,  “The  Reason  Why,”  which 
portrays  in  a most  admirable  way  many  of  the  chief  industrial 
hazards  in  the  steel  industry.  Many  of  these  are  eye  hazards, 
so  that  it  has  been  possible  to  make  up  a reel  of  more  than  looo 
feet  in  length,  depicting  most  graphically  many  of  the  dangers  to 
eyesight  which  employees  in  the  steel  industry  face  in  their  daily- 
work. 

WAR  SERVICE 

Within  a short  time  after  the  United  States  Government  had 
declared  war  on  Germany  the  National  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  offered  its  services  and  resources  to  the 
Federal  Government  through  the  Council  of  National  Defense. 
The  past  six  months  have  given  evidence  that  the  Committee’s 
services  could  be  used  to  best  advantage  for  the  present  in  pro- 
viding speakers  for  a series  of  educational  lectures  in  the  army 
camps  on  the  general  subject,  “Conservation  of  Vision.”  This 
course  of  lectures  has  been  indorsed  by  Surgeon-General  Gorgas, 
of  the  United  States  Army,  and  by  the  Sub-Committee  on  Ophthal- 
mology, General  Medical  Board,  Council  of  National  Defense. 
Through  the  courtesy  and  facilities  provided  by  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  the  bookings  for  these  lectures  are  now 
being  arranged,  the  first  of  them  having  been  given  by  your  Field 
Secretary  at  Camp  Upton,  Long  Island,  New  York,  earlv  in 
December.* 

* Since  the  above  statement  was  written,  the  Field  Secretary  has  been  given 
leave  of  absence  to  do  service  in  France  and  has  gone  abroad. 
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Cognizant  of  the  special  need  for  conservation  of  vision  efforts 
among  enlisted  men,  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  Vice-President  of  the 
National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  introduced 
a resolution  before  the  Ophthalmological  Section  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  at  its  annual  meeting,  June,  1917,  which 
urgently  directed  the  attention  of  the  Federal  Government’s 
medical  authorities  to  the  dangers  from  trachoma  and  the  need 
for  careful  examination  of  every  applicant  for  enlistment. 

Shortly  thereafter  a special  publication  was  issued  by  the 
United  States  Public  Health  Service,  to  which  the  attention  of 
every  medical  inspector  of  recruits  was  directed.  Not  only  are 
the  physicians  urged  to  make  most  careful  examination  for  this 
disease,  but  “an  applicant  who  is  found  to  be  suffering  with  a 
well-marked  trachoma,’’  the  publication  reads,  “should  not  be 
immediately  rejected,  but  should  be  given  treatment  and  his 
trachoma  cured.  He  can  then  be  examined  again  to  determine 
whether  he  has  resulting  visual  defects  sufficient  to  cause  his 
rejection.  In  this  way  a case  of  contagious  disease  will  be 
eliminated,  and  probably  a good  soldier  saved.” 

This  disease  has  been  responsible  for  the  rejection  of  a very 
considerable  percentage  of  applicants  for  enlistment,  especially 
in  certain  southern  states,  where  it  has  been  prevalent  for  many 
years.  In  certain  of  the  European  armies,  especially  among  the 
French,  it  has  become  a veritable  scourge. 

Once  in  the  army,  the  enlisted  man  is  given  careful  supervision 
looking  to  the  prevention  or  cure  of  any  communicable  disease 
of  this  nature.  The  record  of  the  United  States  Navy  in  regard 
to  trachoma  cases  is  so  remarkable  that  special  mention  is  given 
here  of  a report  which  we  have  recently  received  from  Admiral 
William  C.  Braisted,  Surgeon  General,  Department  of  the  Navy: 

Strength  of  Navy  and  Cases  of 


Year  Marine  Corps  Trachoma 

1912  61,897  3 

1913  65,926  8 

1914  67,141  8 

1915  68,075  31 

1916  69,294  12 


This  record  shows  an  extremely  small  occurrence  of  the  disease 
among  the  enlisted  men  in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps. 
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LECTURES 

During  the  fourteen  (14)  months’  period  reported  on  herein, 
your  Field  Secretary  has  given  67  lectures  to  audiences  totaling 
approximately  15,000  persons.  Most  of  these  lectures  have  been 
given  in  connection  with  state  educational  or  legislative  cam- 
paigns. 

ARTICLES  AND  PUBLICATIONS 

The  following  articles  prepared  by  your  Field  Secretary  have 
appeared ; 

Excerpts  from  an  article.  Saving  the  Sight  of  School  Children, 
Literary  Digest,  December  23,  1916. 

Saving  Sight  in  the  Industries,  Safety  Engineering,  January, 
^917- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  as  a Cause  of  Blindness  in  Georgia, 
Georgia  Medical  Journal,  April,  1917. 

Digest  of  Prevention  of  Blindness  Laws  in  the  Territory  of  the 
Southern  Medical  Association,  Southern  Medical  Journal, 
November,  1917. 

Eye  Hazards  in  Industrial  Occupations,  American  Blacksmith. 

Saving  the  Sight  of  Workmen,  Shop  Lecture  for  Foremen  and 
Workmen,  Publications  of  the  National  Safety  Council. 

For  the  year  1918  the  outlook  is  promising.  There  are  but 
few  states  where  legislative  sessions  will  be  held ; in  fact,  five  in 
all,  and  in  three  of  these  laws  for  the  prevention  of  infantile 
blindness  already  obtain.  In  two  others,  however,  it  is  our 
present  expectation  to  continue  the  effort  in  the  hope  that  the 
close  of  the  next  year  may  not  fail  to  find  at  least  some  addition 
to  the  states  which  have  already  made  some  legal  provision  for 
the  prevention  of  blindness  in  their  future  citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gordon  L.  Berry, 

Field  Secretary. 
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TEE FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

A STANDING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE 
FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS,  INC., 
NOVEMBER  I,  I916,  TO  DECEMBER  3I,  I917 

The  New  York  State  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness was,  so  far  as  is  known,  the  first  committee  composed  of 
medical  and  lay  members  to  undertake  a definite  program  for  the 
prevention  of  needless  blindness.  It  began  its  activities  in  New 
York  State  in  1908,  but  as  its  work  became  known  and  appre- 
ciated it  received  calls  for  advice  and  assistance  from  practically 
every  state  in  the  Union.  These  calls  were  given  a ready  response, 
but,  as  the  horizon  widened,  the  Committee  realized  that  a single 
state  organization  was  unequal  to  the  task  of  national  cooperation. 

In  1915,  therefore,  a National  Committee  was  formed,  and  the 
New  York  State  Committee  became  a standing  committee  of 
the  larger  body,  to  carry  on,  in  accordance  with  its  original  pur- 
pose, intensive  work  within  the  state. 

Since  the  activities  of  the  National  Committee  cover  all  states, 
the  general  work  of  its  standing  committee  is  included  in  the 
foregoing  report.  It  would,  therefore,  be  but  a repetition  again 
to  outline  the  undertakings  of  the  State  Committee. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  howevei,  that  in  a report  of  a na- 
tional body  covering  the  work  of  48  states  it  is  impossible  to 
give  more  than  a general  account  of  the  results  accomplished  by 
any  one  state.  Because  of  the  importance  of  New  York  State 
and  its  great  pioneer  work  in  preventing  blindness,  the  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  issues  a separate  report  in  which  will  be  found 
a detailed  account  of  its  activities. 

This  report  shows  intensive  educational  work  in  the  state  for 
preventing  blindness  from  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  wood-alcohol 
poisoning,  trachoma,  and  industrial  accidents.  It  urges  the 
continuance  and  further  development  of  medical  school  inspec- 
tion, and  offers  lectures,  slides,  exhibits,  and  literature  as  medi- 
ums for  acquainting  the  people  of  the  state  not  only  with  condi- 
tions as  they  are,  but  as  they  should  be. 

A copy  of  this  report  will  be  sent  to  any  one  interested,  upon 
request  to  the  Secretary. 

Winifred  Hathaway, 

Secretary. 
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MANAGING  DIRECTOR’S  STATEMENT 

OCTOBER  I,  1916,  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1917 


Receipts 

Balance  on  hand  September  30,  1916 $246.83 

From  Treasurer  on  order  of  Executive  Committee  ...  22,375.00 

$22,621.83 

Expenditures 

Salaries  and  wages $i  1,608.25 

Traveling  expenses 1,120.15 

Publications,  etc Si570.87 

Office  expenses 3,626.10 

Office  equipment 118.39 

Miscellaneous 24.00 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1917 554-07 

$22,621.83 


Edward  M.  Van  Cleve, 

Managing  Director. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Auditor  appointed  by  the 
President  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Committee: 

February  13,  1918. 

In  compliance  with  instructions,  we  have  audited  the  books  and  records  of 
the  Managing  Director’s  office  for  the  period  October  i,  1916,  to  December  31, 
1917. 

After  examination  of  all  the  vouchers  and  cancelled  bank  checks,  together 
with  the  Treasurer’s  Statement,  we  found  same  to  be  in  agreement  with  your 
book  record  of  same. 

* * 

We  certify  that  the  annexed  statement  of  the  Managing  Director  is  in 
accordance  with  the  books,  and  that  the  balance  of  the  Cash  Book  is  in  agree- 
ment with  the  Bank  Statement  at  December  31,  1917. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Metropolitan  Audit  Company, 

By  Morgan  G.  Wake, 
Certified  Public  Accountant. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT EOR  EIETEEN MONTHS 

OCTOBER  I,  1916,  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1917 
Receipts 


Balance  on  hand  October  i,  1916 $3,633.12 

Russell  Sage  Foundation 7,500.00* 

Rockefeller  Foundation io,ooo.oot 

Memberships 2,129.00 

Donations 4,142.50 

Sales  of  Publications,  slides,  etc 1,377.44 

Interest  on  bank  balances 133.86 

Refunds,  etc 2.11 

$28,918.03 

Expenditures 

Paid  to  Managing  Director $22,375.00 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1917 6,543.03 

$28,918.03 


George  Blagden, 

Treasurer. 

* Includes  grant  for  one  year  and  a half, 
t Includes  grant  for  two  years. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS  AND  DONORS 

CHARTER  MEMBERS 


Dr.  Ellice  M.  Alger 

Dr.  J.  F.  Baldwin 

Dr.  John  L.  Beard 

Dr.  Frederick  Bentley 

Mr.  George  Blagden 

Dr.  W.  W.  Blair 

Mr.  Raynal  C.  Bolling 

Dr.  John  Edwin  Brown 

Dr.  William  Evans  Bruner 

Miss  Ruth  Cameron 

Dr.  C.  F.  Clark 

Mr.  Frank  Cooper 

Dr.  Andrew  Crotti 

Mr.  Carl  A.  de  Gersdorff 

Mr.  P.  A.  Dilworth 

Miss  Martha  Lincoln  Draper 

Dr.  J.  Clifton  Edgar 

Mrs.  Emma  Lee  Elam 

Miss  Henrietta  B.  Ely 

Mr.  Homer  Folks 

Mr.  John  M.  Glenn 

Mr.  D.  S.  Gray 

Mr.  W.  H.  Hammond 

Mr.  W.  O.  Hart 

Dr.  Ward  A.  Holden 

Miss  Winifred  Holt 

Mr.  George  J.  Hosier 

Miss  Bella  C.  Landauer 


Miss  Carrie  B.  Levy 

Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis 

Dr.  C.  Adeline  McConville 

Dr.  Frank  Brewer  Marchant 

Mr.  E.  B.  Meyrowitz 

Mr.  Preston  S.  Millar 

Miss  Margaret  Prescott  Montague 

Mr.  James  P.  Munroe 

Mr.  William  O.  Nance 

Mr.  Cecil  C.  North 

Miss  M.  Adelaide  Nutting 

Mr.  Ira  A.  Place 

Mr.  H.  F.  J.  Porter 

Prin.  John  E.  Ray 

Mrs.  William  B.  Rice 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler 

Dr.  J.  A.  Shawan 

Hon.  P.  Tecumseh  Sherman 

Dr.  A.  Blee  Smith 

Mr.  E.  R.  Stillwell 

Miss  Ada  M.  Turner 

Prin.  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve 

Miss  Lillian  D.  Wald 

Dr.  Cassius  D.  Wescott 

Mr.  John  L.  Wilkie 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Woodruff 

Dr.  Hiram  Woods 


HONORARY 

Miss  Jane  Adda  ms 
Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate* 

Hon.  Thomas  P.  Gore 
Miss  Winifred  Holt 
Dr.  Abraham  Jacobi 
Dr.  David  Starr  Jordan 

ADVISORY 

Dr.  Frank  Allport 
Dr.  H.  Dickson  Bruns 
Dr.  George  S.  Derby 
Dr.  George  E.  de  Schweinitz 
Mrs.  John  P.  Frank 
Dr.  Harold  Gifford 
Dr.  Frederick  R.  Green 
Dr.  John  Green 
Dr.  John  McMullen 
Miss  Linda  Neville 
Miss  Clara  D.  Noyes 
Miss  Annette  P.  Rogers 

* Deceased. 


MEMBERS 

Miss  Helen  Keller 
Hon.  William  Fellowes  Morgan 
Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt 
Hon.  William  H.  Taft 
Mrs.  Ella  Flagg  Young 

MEMBERS 

Mrs.  Andrew  S.  Rowan 

Dr.  Louis  Livingston  Seaman 

Dr.  Walter  H.  Snyder 

Dr.  W.  H.  Wilmer 

Dr.  Harry  Vanderbilt  Wiirderaann 

Director  Edward  E.  Allen 

Supervisor  Robert  B.  Irwin 

Miss  Lila  Pickhardt 

Miss  Estaiene  M.  De  Peltquestagne 

Miss  Ella  P.  Crandall 

Mrs.  Joshua  Piza 
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DONORS 


Miss  Elizabeth  Alden $2.00 

Mrs.  George  Angier  (2)*  ....  6.00 

Anonymous  (through  C.  A. 

de  G.)  (2) . . 200.00 

Anonymous  (Miss  J.  T.  E.)  ..  2.00 

Anonymous  (Duluth,  Minn.) . i.oo 
Anonymous  (Orange,  N.  J.)  . 1.00 

Anonymous  (New  York)  ....  i.oo 

Anonymous  (New  York)  ....  1.00 

Anonymous  (New  York)  ....  5.00 

Anonymous  (T.  R.  B.) 200.00 

Anonymous  (through  Dr.  C. 

W.  C.) 100.00 

Anonymous  (Charlotte,  N.  C.)  1.00 

Mr.  Allison  V.  Armour 50.00 

Mr.  J.  Lawrence  Aspinwall . . . 5.00 

Aunt  Jemima  Mills  Company 

(2) 40-00 

Miss  Sarah  Averill  (2) 2.00 

Mr.  Wm.  G.  Baker,  Jr 5.00 

Miss  Lois  A.  Bangs  and  Miss 

VVhiton 2.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Bechhoefer  ....  5.00 

Mr.  L.  A.  Bend 5.00 

Mr.  Linzee  Blagden 10.00 

Mr.  Raynal  C.  Bolling 100.00 

Mr.  J.  Nelson  Borland 25.00 

Dr.  P.  Briscoe 1.00 

Miss  Nellie  E.  Brown  (3)  ....  3.75 

Dr.  Edmund  T.  Browne i .00 

Miss  Mary  E.  Browne  (2) . . . . 2.00 

Mr.  Arthur  A.  Carey 5.00 

Dr.  James  J.  Carroll 5.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Chapman i.oo 

Mr.  F.  Ambrose  Clark  (2) . . . . 500.00 
Cleveland  Society  for  the 

Blind 25.00 

Messrs.  Closset  & Devers  (2)  . 20.00 

Mrs.  Clara  B.  Congdon 5.00 

Miss  Anne  Connelly i.oo 

Mr.  L.  B.  Connelly 1 .00 

Mr.  E.  C.  Converse 100.00 

Dr.  J.  Frank  Crouch 5.00 

Mr.  George  L.  Curran i.oo 

Mrs.  R.  Fulton  Cutting 25.00 

Dr.  W.  L.  Davies 1 .00 

Mr.  Howland  Davis 25.00 

Mr.  Henry  Wheeler  de  Forest  10.00 
Mr.  Carl  A.  de  Gersdorff  (2) . . 215.00 

Mr.  Eugene  Delano 100.00 

Mr.  Robert  E.  Delp 2.00 


Miss  Estaiene  M.  de  Peltques- 


tagne $25.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  M.  Dodge 10.00 

Mr.  Cleveland  H.  Dodge  (2)  . 500.00 

Mrs.  Eugene  Du  Bois 10.00 

Mr.  W.  B.  East 5.00 

Dr.  J.  Clifton  Edgar 100.00 

Mr.  Thomas  A.  Edison 10.00 

Mr.  C.H.  Ellis 5.00 

Mr.  Abraham  Erlanger 15  00 

Mrs.  Harris  Fahnestock 10.00 

Miss  Fanny  S.  Fletcher 2.00 

Mr.  E.  A.  Forsyth 2.00 

Mr.  John  C.  Fowler 1.00 

Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald 5.00 

Rev.  Francis  H.  Gavisk i.oo 

Mr.  James  Gayley 25.00 

Miss  Marie  Gelpcke 5.00 

Mr.  W.  E.  Glyn 10.00 

Mr.  Phillips  Lee  Goldsbor- 

ough 10.00 

Mr.  E.  A.  Grozier 10.00 

Mr.  E.J.  Haney 10.00 

Mr.  Edward  S.  Harkness  (2)  . 100.00 

Dr.  Herbert  Harlan 5.00 

Mr.  Eugene  A.  Hieber 1.00 

Mr.  T.  Davis  Hill 10.00 

Mr.  Walker  D.  Hines 25.00 

Hirsch  Bros.  Dry  Goods  Co. . . 5.00 

Mrs.  F.  Delano  Hitch 10.00 

Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman 10.00 

Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Holden  (2)  ...  20.00 

Mr.  Walter  Hollander 5.00 

MissG.  L.  Hoyt 5.00 

Miss  Marion  D.  Hull 3.00 

Miss  M.L.  Hyde 50.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Ingle 10.00 

Dr.  Henry  Barton  Jacobs . . . . 5.00 

Mr.  Gilbert  H.  Johnson 10.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  Mason  Jones ....  5.00 

Julius  Brandes  Mfg.  Co 5.00 

Mr.  Julius  Kayser 25.00 

Mrs.  Tess  R.  Kayton 2.00 

Miss  Margaret  W.  Keck 10.00 

Mr.  John  H.  Keppelman i.oo 

Mr.  George  C.  Kobbe 5.00 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Kohler 5.00 

Mr.  M.  A.  Kursheedt 3.00 

Mr.  T.  H.  Lamprecht 25.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Leach 10.00 

Mr.  J.  Henry  Leonhard 5.00 


* Figures  in  parentheses  represent  the  number  of  payments  in  the  seven- 
teen months  from  October  i,  1916,  to  March  i,  1918. 
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Mr.  Harry  M.  Levy ?50.oo 

Mr.  Adolph  Lewisohn lo.oo 

Mrs.  Adolf  Liebmanii  (2)  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  Lowell  Lincoln 5.00 

Mr.  John  S.  Littleford 5.00 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  Luden 15.00 

Mrs.  George  McCarter  (2)  . . . 3.00 

Dr.  S.  A.  McComber i.oo 

Messrs.  McCoy  & Stilwell  . . . 5.00 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Macfarlane .50 

Mrs.  Francis  A.  MacNutt ...  . 25.00 

Mr.  Louis  B.  Marks 5.00 

Maryland  Association  Work- 
ers for  the  Blind 1.00 

Mr.  M.C.  Migel 50.00 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Miller 2.00 

Mr.  Victor  Morawetz 50.00 

Mr.  William  Fellowes  Morgan  100.00 

Mr.  Walter  Morton 2.00 

Mr.  J.  Archibald  Murray.  . . . 10.00 

Mr.  Waldo  Newcomer 10.00 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Nichols  (2) 50.00 

Mr.  Wilfred  A.  Openhym  (2)  . 10.00 

Mr.  J.P.  Orr 10.00 

Mr.  William  Church  Osborn  . 100.00 

Mr.  James  C.  Parrish 5.00 

Dr.  Edward  L.  Partridge.  . , . 25.00 

Mrs.  John  T.  Pratt 50.00 

Miss  Emily  Dutton  Proctor.  . 100.00 
Mrs.  Thomas  R.  Proctor  (2) . . 20.00 

Dr.  Robert  Randolph 5.00 

Mr.  Fergus  Reid  (2) 10.00 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Reynal  (2) 20.00 

Mr.  J.  E.  Reynolds i.oo 

Mr.  Howard  Richards 25.00 

Mr.  Chandler  Robbins 200.00 

Mr.  F.  Y.  Robertson  (2) 20.00 

Mr.  Wm.  A.  Rogers 100.00 

Mrs.  James  Roosevelt 50.00 

Dr.  Wm.  W.  Russel 5.00 

Mr.  John  D.  Ryan  (2) 200.00 

Mr.  Samuel  Sachs 25.00 

Mr.  Herbert  L.  Satterlee 100.00 


Mr.  F.  August  usSchermerhorn  $500.00 

Mr.  Jacob  H.  Schiff 100.00 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler.  . . . 100.00 

Mr.  C.  A.  Severance 50.00 

Mr.  Edward  B.  Sexton 10.00 


Mrs.  Hiram  W.  Sibley  (2) . . . . 35.00 

Mrs.  Victor  Sorchan 10.00 

Mr.  J.  W.  Southworth 1.00 

Mrs.  Ella  V.  St.  Clair loo.oo 

Mr.  Henry  L.  Stoddard 10.00 

Mr.  George  C.  Stone 5.00 

Mrs.  Willard  Straight 100.00 

Mr.  A.  V.  H.  Stuyvesant 25.00 

Dr.  Wm.  Tarun 5.00 

Miss  Mary  E.  Tate 2.00 

Mrs.  John  T.  Terry  (2) 10.00 

Mr.  Samuel  Thorne,  Jr 10.00 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Tompkins  (2)  . . . 20.00 

Mr.  John  T.  Townsend 10.00 

Mr.  Anthony  F.  Troescher . . . 25.00 

Mrs.  Jennie  N.  Trowbridge.  . 1.00 

Mr.  Carll  Tucker 100.00 

Mr.  Gilbert  M.  Tucker 2.00 

Mr.  Paul  Tuckerman 50.00 

Mr.  William  Turnbull 15.00 

Mr.  Wm.  L.  Vissch 2.00 

Judge  J.  W.  Warrington  (2) . . 20.00 

Mrs.  James  S.  Watson  (2) . . . . 50.00 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Webber 5.00 

Miss  E.  R.  Wellington 50.00 

M iss  Eva  A.  Whitcomb i .00 

Mr.  Alfred  T.  White  (2) 200.00 

Miss  May  W.  White 10.00 

Mrs.  Howard  F.  Whitney.  . . . 1.00 

Miss  Whiton  (see  Miss  L.  A. 

Bangs) 

Mr.  John  L.  Wilkie 100.00 

Mr.  Aras  J.  Williams 3.00 

Miss  Flora  M.  Woodbury ...  . 1.00 

Miss  Madie  Woodbury 1.00 

Dr.  Hiram  Woods 5.00 

Mrs.  G.  Granville  Wright ....  20.00 

Miss  Eva  Young i.oo 


SPECIFIC  DONATIONS 
Halifax  Fund  * 


Anonymous $1.00 

Anonymous— A Friend 1.00 

Mr.  Percy  Lee  Atherton 25.00 

Mrs.  Charlotte  S.  Beecroft . . . 15.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  T.  Blelock 20.00 

Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne 25.00 


Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Browne  2.00 


Mrs.  J.  E.  Bullard $5.00 

Miss  S.  Fanny  Burns 10.00 

Mrs.  Hendon  Chubb 25.00 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Cornish 50.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dorrance 1 50.00 

Mrs.  George  M.  Eggleston  . . . 10.00 

Miss  Edna  R.  Green 5.00 


•For  the  relief  of  those  blinded  by  the  disaster  of  December  6,  1917. 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 
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Miss  E.  J.  Haendle $2.00 

Mrs.  Frank  Hartley 50.00 

Mr.  A.  Kingsland  Jones 250.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  Mason  Jones ....  25.00 

Mr.  Robert  P.  Jones 5.00 

Miss  Ellen  F.  Kemp 10.00 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Meltenberger 5.00 

Miss  Emma  Norris 5.00 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Pendleton 1 0.00 

Miss  Elvine  Richard 50.00 

Mr.  Arthur  P.  Robyn 3.00 

Miss  Evelyn  K.  Rock 2.00 


Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Samson $1.00 

Mrs.  Charles  R.  Scarborough . 5.00 

Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler ....  5.00 

Mr.  Hewlett  Scudder,  Jr 10.00 

Miss  Louise  Shelton 7.00 

Miss  Edith  Smith 5.00 

Mrs.  1.  Steinfeld i.oo 

Miss  Mercedes  G.  Wentling.  . 8.00 

Mr.  M.  J.  Whaley 4.00 

Miss  Georgia  Wilkins 5.00 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Wilkinson 50.00 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Wright 5.00 


ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 


Mr.  Joseph  S.  Auerbach  (2)  . .$100.00 


Mr.  V.  Everit  Macy 100.00 

Mr.  John  Markle 100.00 

Miss  Nina  Rhoades  (2) 100.00 


Mrs.  Henrietta  E.  Robinson 

(2) S150.00 

Mr.  J.  G.  Schmidlapp  (2)  ....  100.00 


SUSTAINING  MEMBERS 


Miss  Dorothy  T.  Arnold $10.00 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  D.  Beggs 1 0.00 

Mrs.  Conrad  Berens,  Jr 15.00 

Miss  L.  P.  Bliss 25.00 

Miss  M.  Eleanor  Bracken- 

ridge 10.00 

Mr.  George  F.  Canfield 10.00 

Mr.  S.  B.  Chapin 10.00 

Mr.  C.  R.  Dieffenbach 10.00 

Mr.  Abraham  Erlanger 10.00 

Dr.  Edward  F.  Glaser  (2) . . . . 20.00 

Mrs.  James  J.  Goodwin 10.00 

Dr.  H.  B.  Gratiot 10.00 

Miss  Susan  Griffith  (2) 20.00 

Mr.  T.  A.  Havemeyer 20.00 

Mr.  George  J.  Hoster 25.00 

Mrs.  Clarence  M.  Hyde 25.00 

Mr.  Edward  P.  Hyde 25.00 

Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings  (2) . . . 20.00 

Mrs.  A .M.  Kidder  (2) 50.00 

Mrs.  D.  P.  Kingsford 10.00 

Miss  Elizabeth  K.  Lament . . . 10.00 

Mr.  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing lo.oo 

Mrs.  Wm.  V.  Lawrence 10.00 

Mr.  Ephraim  B.  Levy  (2) . , . . 20.00 

Mr.  Adolph  Lewisohn  (2) . . . . 20.00 

Mr.  Frederic  W.  Lord 25.00 

Mrs.  G.  de  F.  Lord 10.00 

Mrs.  Samuel  Lord 10.00 

Mrs.  Pierre  Lorillard  (2) 25.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Lovell,  Jr.  (2) . . . . 50.00 

Mr.  M.  C.  Migel  (2) 20.00 

Mr.  V.  C.  Morawetz 10.00 


Dr.  John  Ray  Newcomb $10.00 

Mrs.  Hugh  O’Neill  (2) 35-00 

Dr.  James  M.  Patton 10.00 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Perkins  (2) 20.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  C.  Peyton  (2) 20.00 

Mr.  Seth  Low  Pierrepont . . . . 25.00 

Pittsburgh  Limestone  Com- 
pany  10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  M.  Pratt 10.00 

Dr.  R.  O.  Raymond 10.00 

Miss  Elvine  Richard  (2) 20.00 

Mr.  Howard  Richards 25.00 

Mr.  Wm.  J.  Riker  (2) 20.00 

Mr.  Samuel  Rosenthal 10.00 

Miss  Marie  L.  Russell 25.00 

Dr.  Robert  Sattler to.oo 

Mr.  Isaac  N.  Seligman 10.00 

Mr.  P.  T.  Sherman  (2) 50.00 

Mr.  Henry  T.  Sloane 25.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Sorchan  (2) 20.00 

Dr.  Charles  N.  Spratt lO.oo 

Mrs.  Ella  V.  St.  Clair  (2) . . , . 50.00 

Mr.  Wm.  S.  Stearns  (2) 30.00 

Mr.  Lispenard  Stewart 10.00 

Miss  Ellen  J.  Stone 25.00 

Miss  F.  S.  Sullivan  (2) 20.00 

Mr.  Alfred  Tuckerman  (2) . . . 20.00 

Mr.  George  H.  Warner  (2) . . . 20.00 

Miss  E.  R.  Wellington  (2) . . . . 20.00 

Mrs.  John  Wells  (2) 20.00 

Mr.  William  G.  Willcox to.oo 

Dr.  Douglas  Wood 10.00 


36 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE 


SUBSCRIBING  MEMBERS 


Mrs.  Atkinson  Allen  (2) jtio.oo 

Dr.  Frederick  Bentley 5.00 

Miss  Mary  Bosler 5.00 

Dr.  J.C.  Brown 5.00 

Dr.  William  Evans  Bruner  (2)  10.00 

Mr.  Kendall  B.  Castle  (2) ...  . 10.00 

Mrs.  D.  K.  Catlin 5.00 

Supt.  B.  P.  Chappie 5.00 

Dr.  Martin  Cohen 5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Darlington 

(2) 10.00 

Supt.  Parley  de  Berry 5.00 

Supt.  J.  J.  Dow  (2) 10.00 

Dr.  J.  A.  Ellegood 5.00 

Miss  Henriette  B.  Ely  (2) . . . . 10.00 

Miss  Lydia  F.  Emmet 5.00 

Mr.  Abraham  Erlanger 5.00 

Mr.  Maurice  J.  Freiberg  (2) . . 10.00 

Mr.  James  N.  Gamble  (2) ...  . 10.00 

Miss  Florence  Godfrey  (2) . . . 10.00 

Grand  Rapids  Association  for 

the  Blind  (2) 10.00 

Miss  Roberta  A.  Griffith  (2) . . 10.00 

Dr.  Isaac  Hartshorne 5.00 

Mr.  A.  S.  Johnston 5.00 

Mr.  August  Keiser 5.00 

Dr.  Edward  L.  Keyes 5.00 

Dr.  Otto  Landman 5.00 

Dr.  Bernard  J.  Larkin  (2) . . . . 10.00 

Mr.  C.  W.  Lindsay  (2) 10.00 

Mr.  John  S.  Littleford 5.00 

Mrs.  Clarence  Low 5.00 

Dr.  George  J.  Lund 5.00 

Mrs.  F.  W.  McAllister 5. 1 o 

Miss  Gertrude  M.  McCheyne  5.00 


Dr.  G.  W.  Mackenzie 

Mr.  D.  D.  Martin 

Mr.  Preston  S.  Millar 

Miss  Caroline  L.  Morgan  (2) 
Miss  Frances  E.  Moscrip.  . . . 
Mr.  James  P.  Munroe  (2) . . . . 

Mrs.  A.  Nesbett 

Mrs.  S.  Neustadt  (2) 

New  York  Public  Library.  . . . 

Ontario  Safety  League 

Dr.  H.  S.  Oppenheimer  (2) . . . 
Professor  Henry  F.  Osborn  . . . 

Dr.  F.  S.  Owen 

Dr.  Harlan  M.  Page 

Mrs.  Alice  T.  Parsons 

Pennsylvania  Association  for 

the  Blind 

Philadelphia  Free  Library  (2) 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Poliak  (2) 

Dr.  Wm.  Campbell  Posey  (2) . 
Mrs.  William  Lowell  Putnam. 
Mrs.  W.  Emlen  Roosevelt  (2) 

Dr.  B.  Sachs  (2) 

San  Francisco  Association  for 

the  Blind 

Mr.  Louis  W.  Simpson 

Mr.Edgar  Stark  (2) 

Mr.  W.  G.  Swartz 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Thompson  (2) ...  . 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Trowbridge  (2) . . . . 

Mr.  Frank  Tucker 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve  (2) 
Miss  Anne  H.  Van  Ingen  .... 

Mr.  A.  H.  Wilkins 

Dr.W.  H.  Wilmer  (2) 


CONTRIBUTING  MEMBERS 


Mr.  Wm.  J.  Adickes  (2) $4.00 

Supt.  W.  K.  Argo  (2) 4.00 

Supt.  J.  V.  Armstrong 2.00 

Mrs.  Benjamin  W.  Arnold  . . . 2.00 

Associated  Blind  Women  of 

Maryland  (2) 4.00 

Mr.  J.  Coe  Austin  (2) 4.00 

Mr.  W.  H.  Baker 2.00 

Mr.  Henry  B.  Barnes  (2) . . . 4.00 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bartlett 2.00 

Dr.  Earl  Bell 2.00 

Mr.  George  R.  Bellows 2.00 

Dr.  Frederick  Bentley 2.00 

Dr.  J.  J.  Bergmans 2.00 

Mr.  Gordon  L.  Berry 2.00 

Mr.  David  S.  Beyer 2.00 

Mr.  Patrick  H.  Bird 2.00 


Dr.  Elmer  J.  Bissell  (2) 

Dr.  Edmond  E.  Blaauw 

Dr.  Charles  R.  Blake 

Dr.  Eugene  M.  Blake 

Supt.  John  F.  Bledsoe  (2) . . . 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Boggs 

Dr.  James  G.  Bostwick 

Supt.  Wm.  A.  Bowles  (2) . . . . 
Miss  Florence  A.  Brainerd  . . 
Miss  Annie  W.  Brockman  . . . 

Miss  Ida  B.  Brockman 

Dr.  W.  R.  Broughton 

Dr.  E.  V.  L.  Brown 

Mr.  Frank  C.  Bryan  (2) 

Mr.  Lewis  T.  Bryant 

Bryn  Mawr  College  Library . . 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Budlong 


$500 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 
5.00 
5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 
10.00 
10.00 

5.00 

10.00 
10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

10.00 
10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 


$400 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
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Principal  O.  H.  Burritt  (2) . . . f4.oo 

Dr.  F.  A.  Burton 2.00 

Dr.  W.  K.  Butler  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  Gordon  M.  Byers  (2) . . . . 4.15 

California  State  Library  (2) . . 4.00 

Miss  Marion  A.  Campbell 

(2) 4- 00 

Mrs.  Lauren  Carroll 2.00 

Dr.  Charles  V.  Chapin  (2) . . . 4.00 

Mr.  Herbert  R.  Chapman . . . 2.00 

Dr.  J.  W.  Charles  (2) 4.00 

Miss  Cora  M.  Chase 2.00 

Dr.  A.  J.  Chesley  (2) 4-00 

Miss  Ellen  L.  Chittenden  ....  2.00 

Cleveland  Public  Library ....  2.00 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Colbron  (2) 4.00 

President  J . G.  Crabbe 2.00 

Dr.  J.  W.  Crumbaugh 2.00 

Dr.  C.  M.  Culver 2.00 

Supt.  Lelia  M.  Curl  (2) 4.00 

Supt.  R.  S.  Curry 2.00 

Mr.  John  B.  Curtis  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  W.  L.  Davies  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  W.  L.  Dayton 2.00 

Dr.  David  Dennis  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  George  S.  Derby 2.00 

Dr.  J.  F.  Dickson 2.00 

MissEthelwyn  Dithridge.  . . . 2.00 

Dr.  F.  C.  Diver 2.00 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Dorsey 2.00 

Dr.  W.  H.  Dudley 2.00 

Supt.  Geo.  D.  Eaton  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  H.  Bert  Ellis  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  M.  Feingold 2.00 

Miss  Lenore  Fischer 2.00 

Dr.  R.  J.  Fly 2.00 

Miss  Kate  M.  Foley  (2) 4.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Foss 2.00 

Mr.  Elwyn  H.  Fowler  (2) . . . . 4.00 

Dr.  Webster  L.  Fox 2.00 

Miss  Abigail  A.  Freeman  ....  2.00 

Dr.  F.  E.  Fronczak  (2) 4.00 

Supt.  George  B.  Fryer  (2) . . . . 4.00 

Mrs.  G.  Gebhardt 2.00 

Dr.  Noah  Geiger 2.00 

Mrs.  Isaac  Gimbel  (2) 4.00 

Mrs.  Cora  L.  Gleason  (2) . . . . 4.00 

Mr.  C.  M.  Goethe 2.00 

Mr.  Albert  R.  Goetz 2.00 

Mr.  Wm.  G.  Gorse  (2) 4.00 

Principal  Wm.  E.  Grady 2.00 

Mr.  W.  T.  Grant 2.00 

Supt.  S.  M.  Green  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  L.  N.  Grosvenor 2.00 

Supt.  Sadie  E.  Hall 2.00 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Hallowell 2.00 


Supt.  C.  A.  Hamilton $2.00 

Dr.  Bertha  N.  Hamilton 2.00 

Mr.  W.  H.  Hammond 2.00 

Mrs.  J.G.  Hart 2.00 

Mr.  W.  O.  Hart 2.00 

Dr.  S.  M.  Hartzell 2.00 

Miss  Maye  Harvey 2.00 

Mrs.  Winifred  Hathaway.  . . . 2.00 

Dr.  Mary  K.  Heard  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  Jos.  D.  Heitger 2.00 

Dr.  H.  L.  Hilgartner 2.00 

Dr.  F.  W.  Hilscher 2.00 

Miss  Jane  E.  Hitchcock 2.00 

Dr.  B.  F.  Hodson 2.00 

Dr.  T.  B.  Holloway 2.00 

Mr.  W.  G.  Holmes  (2) 4.00 

Supt.  J.  T.  Hooper 2.00 

Dr.  E.  W.  Hope 2.00 

Dr.  C.  N.  Hopkins 2.00 

Dr.  C.  M.  Hosmer 2.00 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Hubachek 2.00 

Hutchinson  (Minn.)  Woman’s 

Club 2.00 

Illinois  Vigilance  Association  . 2.00 

Rev.  John  A.  Ingham 2.00 

International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  New 

York 2.00 

Dr.  Frank  Jacobi 2.00 

Mr.  O.E.  Jones 2.00 

Mrs.  Mary  M.  Kehew  (2) . . . . 4.00 

Mrs.  Isabel  W.  Kennedy 2.00 

Mrs.  Hubert  D.  Kernan 2.00 

Dr.  C.  L.  Kibler 2.00 

Dr.  J.  W.  Kincaid 2.00 

Mr.  Henry  E.  Kirstein 2.00 

Dr.  H.  C.  Knapp 2.00 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Knight 2.00 

Mr.  Jonas  Koch 2.00 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Kollock 2.00 

Miss  Fannie  E.  Ladd 2.00 

Dr.  E.  F.  LaForce 2.00 

Dr.  W.  O.  LaMotte 2.00 

Dr.  W.  E.  Lambert  (2) 4.00 

Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  H.  H.  Leavitt 2.00 

Miss  Florence  Lee 2.00 

Dr.  Anna  B.  Lefler 2.00 

Dr.  J.  W.  LeSeur 2.00 

Miss  Carrie  B.  Levy 2.00 

Mr.  Morris  Levy 2.00 

Dr.  E.  G.  Linn 2.00 

Miss  Elizabeth  K.  Livermore.  2.00 

Dr.  Hugh  M.  Lokey 2.00 

Louisiana  State  Board  of 

Health 2.00 
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Louisville  Free  Public  Li- 
brary (2) 54.00 

Dr.  Louis  F.  Love 2.00 

Mr.  Leo  J.  Lowman  (2) 4.00 

Luzerne  Co.  Medical  Society 

Library  (2) 4.00 

Mrs.  F.  W.  McAllister 2.00 

Supt.  Thos.  A .Mc.Aloney ....  2.00 

Mrs.  V.  K.  McElheny 2.00 

Mr.  Luke  J.  McEvoy  (2) . . . . 4.00 

Dr.  George  McIntyre 2.00 

Dr.  John  J.  McLoone 2.00 

Mr.  Patrick  J.  McNabb 2.00 

Dr.  John  O.  McReynolds  ....  2.00 

Miss  May  C.  MacDonald  ....  2.00 

Dr.  H.  M.  Mace 2.00 

Dr.  Helen  Macmurchy  (2) . . . 4.00 

Maine  State  Library 2.00 

Principal  F.  H.  Manning.  . . . 2.00 

Miss  Edith  E.  Marsh  (2) 4.00 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Mathes 2.00 

Dr.  Ed.  E.  Ma.xey 2.00 

Dr.  Charles  H.  May  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  J.V.  May 2.00 

Supt.  H.  J.  Menzemer  (2) . . . . 4.00 

Supt.  Susan  B.  Merwin 2.00 

Dr.  Roy  B.  Metz 2.00 

Dr.  Charles  Howard  Miller.  . . 2.00 

Dr.  Victor  D.  Miller 2.00 

Mr.  M.  E.  Miskall 2.00 

Dr.  Wm.  F.  Mittendorf 2.00 

Supt.  H.  C.  Montgomery.  . . . 2.00 

Supt.  E.  T.  Moores 2.00 

Mr.  Eben  P.  Morford  (2) . . . . 4.00 

Dr.  Marcus  A.  Newell 2.00 

Dr.  J.  W.  Newman 2.00 

Miss  Alice  B.  Nichols 2.00 

Mr.  Cecil  C.  North 2.00 

Dr.  A.  B.  Norton 2.00 

Dr.  Roderic  O’Connor 2.00 

Oregon  State  Library 2.00 

Dr.  Wm.  Hallock  Park 2.00 

Dr.  Ralph  H. Parker 2.00 

Miss  Janet  G.  Paterson  (2) . . . 4.00 

Miss  Mary  Peirce 2.00 

Miss  Mary  L.  Percy  (2) 4.00 

Miss  Ellen  M.  Phillips 2.00 

Mrs.  M.  Phillips 2.00 

Mr.  James  R.  Poor 2.00 

Dr.  Marion  Craig  Potter 2.00 

Supt.  R.  R.  Pratt 2.00 

Dr.  D.  A.  Prendergast 2.00 

Dr.  Norman  W.  Price 2.00 

Dr.  Walter  L.  Pyle  (6) 12.00 


Mrs.  Alta  L.  Rausch $2.00 

Supt.  John  E.  Ray  (2) 4.00 

Rev.  A.  V.  V.  Raymond 2.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Reizenstein  (2).  4.00 

Miss  Delight  Rice 2.00 

Miss  Katharine  C.  Rockwood 

(2) 4.00 

Dr.  F.  L.  Rogers 2.00 

Mr.  Henry  Rollman 2.00 

Dr.  A.  W.  Roth 2.00 

Mrs.  Andrew  S.  Rowan  (2) . . . 4.00 

Mrs.  Mary  Sanders 2.00 

Miss  Minnie  S.  Schell 2.00 

Mr.  Emil  Schlichting  (2) 4.00 

Mr.  W.  T.  Shannon 2.00 

Dr.  Elbert  S.  Sherman 2.00 

Mr.  Ambrose  M.  Shotwell  (2)  4.00 

Dr.  J.  Morris  Siemens 2.00 

Dr.  E.  Terry  Smith 2.00 

Mr.  F.F.  Smith 2.00 

Mr.  Lewis  M.  Smith 2.00 

Dr.  M.H.  Smith 2.00 

Drs.  Smith  & Borden 2.00 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Snell  (2) 4.00 

Mr.  Walter  B.  Snow 2.00 

Dr.  Edward  Stieren 2.00 

Dr.  H.  Stillson 2.00 

Mr.  E.  J.  Stilwell 2.00 

Mrs.  Laura  Strauss  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  Alfred  N.  Strouse 2.00 

Dr.  E.  S.  Strout 2.00 

Mr.  Albert  Swindler 2.00 

Miss  Lenna  D.  Swinerton  {2}  4.00 

Syracuse  Public  Library 2.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  W.  Taff 2.00 

Supt.  W.  E.  Taylor  (2) 4.00 

Dr.  George  H.  Thompson  (2) . 4.00 

Miss  M.  Ada  Turner  (2) 4.00 

Miss  Florence  B.  Trader  (2) . . 4.00 

Bishop  J.  Poyntz  Tyler 2.00 

Mr.  Russell  Tyson 2.00 

Dr.  Philip  Van  Ingen 2.00 

Dr.  Wm.  B.  Van  Note  (2) . . . . 4.00 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Vinson 2.00 

Dr.  John  E.  Virden 2.00 

Dr.  G.  W.  Walker 2.00 

Mr.  Alfred  J.  Watson 2.00 

Dr.  Edward  A.  Weisser 2.00 

Dr.  F.M.  White 2.00 

Mr.  James  M.  Woltz 2.00 

Supt.  Thos.  Wood  (2) 4.00 

Mr.  Moorhead  Wright 2.00 

Dr.  Wm.  Zentmayer 2.00 
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APPENDIX 


NORTH  CAROLINA’S  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

LAW 

An  Act  to  prevent  blindness  in  infancy,  designating  certain  powers 
and  duties  and  otherwise  providing  for  the  enforcement  of  this 
act. 

The  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  do  enact: 

Section  i.  Any  inflammation,  swelling,  or  unusual  redness 
in  either  one  or  both  eyes  of  any  infant,  either  apart  from  or 
together  with  any  unnatural  discharge  from  the  eye  or  eyes  of 
such  infant,  independent  of  the  nature  of  the  infection,  if  any, 
occurring  any  time  within  two  weeks  after  the  birth  of  such  in- 
fant, shall  be  known  as  “inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  the  new- 
born” (ophthalmia  neonatorum). 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  phj'sician,  surgeon,  ob- 
stetrician, midwife,  nurse,  maternity  home,  or  hospital  of  any 
nature,  parent,  relative,  and  any  persons  attendant  on  or  assist- 
ing in  any  way  whatsoever,  any  infant  or  the  mother  of  any  infant 
at  childbirth  or  any  time,  within  two  weeks  after  childbirth, 
knowing  the  condition,  hereinabove  defined,  to  exist,  immediately 
to  report  such  fact,  as  the  State  Board  of  Health  shall  direct,  to 
the  local  health  officer  of  the  county,  city,  town,  village,  or  what- 
ever other  political  division  there  may  be,  within  which  the  in- 
fant or  the  mother  of  any  such  infant  may  reside.  For  such 
services  the  attending  physician,  surgeon,  obstetrician,  midwife, 
nurse,  maternity  home  or  hospital  shall  receive  from  the  State 
Treasurer  a fee  of  fifty  cents.  In  the  event  of  there  being  no 
health  officer  in  the  city,  village,  or  town  in  which  the  infant 
resides,  midwives  shall  immediately  report  the  condition  to  some 
qualified  practitioner  of  medicine,  and  thereupon  withdraw  from 
the  case,  except  as  she  may  act  under  a physician’s  instructions. 

On  receipt  of  such  report  the  health  officer,  or  the  physician 
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notified  by  a midwife  where  no  health  officer  exists,  shall  im- 
mediately give  to  the  parents  or  person  having  charge  of  such 
infant  a warning  of  the  dangers  to  the  eye  or  eyes  of  said  infant, 
and  shall  for  indigent  cases  provide  the  necessary  treatment  at 
the  expense  of  the  said  county,  city,  village,  or  town. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  physician  or  midwife 
practising  midwifery  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  neglect 
or  otherwise  fail  to  instill  or  have  instilled,  immediately  upon  its 
birth,  in  the  eyes  of  the  new-born  babe  two  drops  of  a solution 
prescribed  or  furnished  by  the  North  Carolina  State  Board  of 
Health. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  local  health  officer; 

1.  To  investigate  or  to  have  investigated  each  case  as  filed 
with  him  in  pursuance  with  the  law,  and  any  other  such  case  as 
may  come  to  his  attention. 

2.  To  report  all  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  the  new- 
born and  the  result  of  all  such  investigations  as  the  State  Board 
of  Health  shall  direct. 

3.  To  conform  to  such  other  rules  and  regulations  as  the  State 
Board  of  Health  shall  promulgate  for  his  further  guidance. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  North  Carolina  State 
Board  of  Health : 

1.  To  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

2.  To  promulgate  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall,  under 
this  act,  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  this  act,  and  such  as 
the  State  Board  of  Health  may  deem  necessary  for  the  further 
and  proper  guidance  of  local  health  officers. 

3.  To  provide  for  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  scientific 
prophylactic  for  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  the  new-born,  as 
designated  in  section  three,  together  with  proper  directions  for 
the  use  and  administration  thereof  to  all  physicians  and  mid- 
wives as  may  be  engaged  in  the  practice  of  obstetrics  or  assisting 
at  childbirth. 

4.  To  publish  and  promulgate  such  further  advice  and  in- 
formation concerning  the  dangers  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of 
the  new-born,  and  the  necessity  for  prompt  and  effective  treat- 
ment. 

5.  To  furnish  copies  of  this  law  to  all  physicians  and  mid- 
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wives  as  may  be  engaged  in  the  practice  of  obstetrics  or  assisting 
at  childbirth. 

6.  To  keep  a proper  record  of  any  and  all  cases  of  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  of  the  new-born,  as  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  in  pursuance  with  this  law,  and  as  may 
come  to  their  attention  in  any  way,  and  to  constitute  such  records 
a part  of  the  biennial  report  to  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  physicians,  midwives,  or  other 
persons  in  attendance  upon  a case  of  childbirth  in  a maternity 
home,  hospital,  public  or  charitable  institution,  in  every  infant’s 
eyes,  within  two  hours  after  birth,  to  use  the  prophylactic  against 
inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  the  new-born  specified  in  section 
three,  and  to  make  record  of  the  prophylactic  used.  It  shall 
also  be  the  duty  of  such  institution  to  maintain  such  records  of 
cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  the  new-born  as  the  State 
Board  of  Health  shall  direct. 

Sec.  7.  Whoever  being  a physician,  surgeon,  midwife,  ob- 
stetrician, nurse,  manager  or  person  in  charge  of  a maternity 
home  or  hospital,  parent,  relative,  or  person  attendant  upon  or 
assisting  at  the  birth  of  any  infant  violates  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  upon 
conviction  thereof  be  fined  in  a sum  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor 
more  than  fifty  dollars;  and  if  possessed  of  the  required  amount 
of  property,  subject  to  suit  by  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the  child 
for  damages  resulting  to  the  child;  and  if  such  a suit  shall  be 
brought,  the  establishment  of  the  fact  that  the  physician  or 
midwife  did  not  place  the  drops  in  the  child’s  eyes  within  two 
hours  of  its  birth  shall  be  accepted  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
physician’s  or  midwife’s  responsibility  for  the  injury  of  the  dis- 
ease to  the  eye  or  eyes  of  the  child.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
prosecuting  attorney  to  prosecute  all  violations  of  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  All  midwives  who  now  practise  midwifery  in  North 
Carolina,  other  than  regularly  registered  physicians,  shall  regis- 
ter, without  fee,  their  names  and  addresses  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  North  Carolina  State  Board  of  Health  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen,  in  order 
that  the  prophylactic  solution  and  necessary  instructions  may 
be  furnished  them.  After  the  aforesaid  date,  no  person,  physi- 
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cian,  or  midwife  shall  practise  midwifery  in  North  Carolina  until 
at  least  ten  days  have  elapsed  following  the  registration  of  the 
name  and  address  of  the  person  who  intends  to  engage  in  the 
practice  of  midwifery,  and  in  this  period  of  ten  days  elapsing 
between  the  registration  and  beginning  of  the  practice  of  mid- 
wifery by  the  registered  person,  the  State  Board  of  Health  shall 
furnish  the  necessary  directions  and  solution  to  the  physician  or 
midwife  for  compliance  with  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  Any  physician  or  midwife  failing  to  register  their 
names  and  addresses  with  the  North  Carolina  State  Board  of 
Health,  as  required  in  section  eight  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of 
a misdemeanor  and  subject  to  a fine  of  from  ten  dollars  ($10)  to 
fifty  dollars  ($50). 

Sec.  10.  The  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  ($3000)  shall  be 
annually  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
in  enforcing  and  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Any 
and  all  necessary  and  legitimate  expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in 
prosecuting  a case  under  this  act  shall,  on  proper  .showing,  be 
met  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  out  of  this  appropriation.  In 
addition  thereto  all  fines  and  penalties  recovered  hereunder 
shall  be  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  and  shall  constitute  a 
special  fund  for  the  use  and  purposes  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
as  herein  enacted. 

Sec.  II.  Every  health  officer  shall  furnish  a copy  of  this  act 
to  each  person  who  is  known  to  him  to  act  as  midwife  or  nurse 
in  the  county,  city,  or  town  for  which  such  health  officer  is  ap- 
pointed, and  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  cause  a sufficient  number 
of  copies  of  this  act  to  be  printed  and  supply  the  same  to  the 
health  officer  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  and  the  State  Board  of 
Health  on  application. 

All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  herewith  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

In  the  General  Assembly  read  three  times  and  ratified  this  the 
seventh  day  of  March,  1917. 
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MINNESOTA:  REGULATIONS  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD 

OF  HEALTH 

1.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Defined. — Any  condition  of  the  eye 
or  eyes  of  an  infant,  independent  of  the  nature  of  the  infection, 
in  which  there  is  any  inflammation,  swelling,  or  redness  in  either 
one  or  both  eyes  of  any  such  infant,  either  apart  from,  or  to- 
gether with,  any  unnatural  discharge  from  the  eye  or  eyes  of  any 
such  infant  within  two  weeks  of  the  birth  of  such  infant,  shall  be 
known  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

2.  Duties  of  Physicians,  Midwives,  and  Others.— It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  any  physician  or  midwife  in  attendance  on,  or  in  charge 
of,  a confinement  case  to  treat  the  eyes  of  every  new-born  babe 
with  a I or  2 per  cent,  solution  of  silver  nitrate,  followed  by  a 
normal  salt  solution. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  midwife  immediately  to  cal!  a 
legally  licensed  physician  in  every  case  in  which  symptoms  of 
inflammation  develop  in  one  or  both  eyes  of  infants  under  her 
care. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  physician,  surgeon,  obstetrician, 
midwife,  nurse,  maternity  home,  or  hospital  of  any  nature,  parent, 
relative,  and  any  person  or  persons  attendant  on,  or  assisting  in 
any  way  whatsoever,  any  woman  at  childbirth,  or  attendant  on, 
or  assisting  in  any  way  whatsoever,  any  infant,  or  the  mother  of 
any  infant,  at  any  time  within  two  weeks  after  childbirth,  know- 
ing the  condition  hereinabove  defined  to  exist,  and  within  eight 
hours  thereafter  to  report  such  fact,  as  the  State  Board  of  Health 
shall  direct,  to  the  local  health  officer  of  the  city,  village,  or  town- 
ship within  which  the  infant  is  cared  for. 

5.  Duties  of  Maternity  Homes,  Physicians,  etc. — It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  all  maternity  homes,  and  any  and  all  hospitals,  etc.,  to 
maintain  such  records  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  as 
the  State  Board  of  Health  shall  direct.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
any  and  all  maternity  homes,  hospitals,  public  and  charitable 
institutions,  and  all  other  institutions  having  the  care  of  any 
infant,  in  addition  to  reporting  as  hereinbefore  provided,  to 
employ  a licensed  physician  in  the  treatment  of  the  conditions 
described  in  Regulation  I. 
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6.  Duties  of  the  Local  Health  Officer. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  local  health  officer: 

a.  To  investigate  each  case  as  filed  with  him  in  pursuance  with 
the  law,  and  any  other  such  case  as  may  come  to  his  attention. 

b.  To  report  all  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  and  the 
result  of  such  investigations  as  he  shall  make,  as  the  State  Board 
of  Health  shall  direct. 

c.  To  conform  to  such  other  rules  and  regulations  as  the  State 
Board  of  Health  shall  promulgate  for  his  further  guidance. 

ILLINOIS  LAW  RELATING  TO  WOOD  ALCOHOL 
An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled,  “An  Act  to  revise  the  law  in 
relation  to  criminal  jurisprudence,"  approved  March  27,  1874,  in 
force  July  i,  1874,  as  subsequently  amended,  by  adding  thereto  a 
new  section  to  be  known  as  section  6]a. 

No  person,  firm  or  corporation  shall  have  in  possession,  sell,  or 
offer  for  sale,  any  food  or  drink  which  contains  methyl  alcohol 
(commonly  known  as  wood  alcohol),  or  any  preparation  or  mix- 
ture of  any  kind  whatsoever  containing  methyl  alcohol,  which 
shall  be  intended  for  internal  use  by  man.  Methyl  alcohol  by 
any  name,  or  any  preparation  or  mixture  containing  methyl 
alcohol,  shall,  when  offered  for  sale,  sold,  delivered  or  used,  be 
conspicuously  labeled  “Wood  Alcohol,”  or  “This  preparation 
contains  wood  alcohol,”  and  the  word  “ Poison,”  together  with  a 
skull  and  cross-bones.  The  word  “Poison”  and  the  skull  and 
cross-bones  shall  be  printed  in  red  ink,  and  shall  be  at  least  one- 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  height. 

Any  person,  firm,  or  corporation  violating  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  five  dollars  ($5.00),  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00),  for  each  such  offense. 

CALIFORNIA’S  “ROLLER  TOWEL”  LAW 
An  Act  to  prevent  the  keeping  of  towels  for  common  use  in  public 
places  and  prescribing  penalties  for  violations  of  the  provisions 
thereof. 

Section  i.  No  person,  firm,  or  corporation  conducting,  oper- 
ating, having  charge  of,  or  control  of,  any  hotel,  restaurant,  fac- 
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tory,  Store,  barber  shop,  office  building,  school,  public  hall,  rail- 
road train,  railway  station,  boat,  or  any  other  public  place,  room, 
or  conveyance,  shall  maintain  or  keep  in  or  about  any  such  place 
any  towel  for  common  use. 

Sec.  2.  For  the  purpose  of  this  act  the  term  “common  use,” 
when  applied  to  a towel,  shall  be  defined  as  its  use  by,  or  for, 
more  than  one  person,  without  its  being  laundered  by  a process 
involving  exposure  to  boiling  water  or  steam  betw'een  consecutive 
uses  of  such  towel ; provided  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  may 
by  resolution  prescribe  other  acceptable  methods  of  sterilization 
which  may  be  used  in  place  of  the  methods  specified  in  this  act. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

I give  and  bequeath  to  the  National 
Committee  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness,  Inc.,  a corporation  created 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

the  sum  of . . . n ’ 

f . Dollars 

tor  Its  corporate  purposes. 


